


30

Patrick Henry College

a “W” (Withdrawn) on the transcript, with no effect on the 
student’s grade point average. 
Withdrawing from a course after the end of the seventh week 
of classes will be recorded as a “WP” or “WF” (withdrawal 
passing or withdrawal failing, respectively). “WP” has no 
effect on grade point average; “WF” is treated like an “F”. 
A student may not withdraw from a course in the final two 
weeks of the semester or during final exams. 
Students who choose not to follow the procedures outlined 
in the catalog for withdrawing may receive an “F” for the 
course involved. 
Students who withdraw from the same course twice must 
receive permission from the Department Chairman prior to 
registering for the course a third time. 

Leave of Absence
Students who find it necessary to delay their academic career 
may request a Leave of Absence. A Leave of Absence permits 
students to maintain their academic degree requirements 
(catalog year) and other student entitlements (including e-
mail, library usage, etc.) for a maximum of two semesters. 
After two semesters, students must re-enroll or be considered 
Withdrawn from the College.  
A Leave of Absence is requested using the Enrollment Status 
Update form and process. This form is generally submitted 
before the end of the currently enrolled semester for the 
following semester. The deadline for submitting this form 
for a given semester is the end of the ‘drop period‘. Students 
who request to begin a Leave of Absence at any other point 
during a semester must withdraw from all courses for that 
semester; the Leave of Absence begins at the end of the 
semester. 
In preparation for their return, Leave of Absence students 
must register for courses with the Office of the Registrar and 
must contact the Offices of Financial Aid and Student Billing 
during the continuing student registration period before the 
intended semester of re-enrollment. Students wishing to live 
on-campus must contact the Office of Student Life during 
this time.

Withdrawing from the College
A student withdrawing from the College during a semester 
or between semesters must complete the Enrollment Status 
Update form and process provided by the Office of the 
Registrar. A withdrawal is not official until all steps in the 
process are completed. The Withdrawal takes place as of 
the date of the student signature provided that the form is 
accepted in the Office of the Registrar within 48 hours of 
the given date. Students withdrawing after the end of the 
“Drop” period will have “W,” “WP”, or “WF” recorded for 
grades according to the policy listed in the catalog.
Students enrolled in a previous semester (spring or fall) who 
do not Check-in with the Office of the Registrar by the end 
of the “Add” period and do not follow the Leave of Absence 
procedures will be considered Withdrawn from the College. 
Non-attendance in class does not constitute an official 
student withdrawal. In all cases, students who fail to 
complete all Withdrawal or Leave of Absence procedures 
remain responsible for all continuing financial obligations 
to Patrick Henry College and a grade of “F” will be assessed 
for all enrolled courses. All fees paid to the College and any 
financial aid awarded by the College will be forfeited. 
Withdrawn students seeking to re-enroll must contact the 

Office of Admissions. Degree requirements correspond to the 
catalog at the time of readmission. 

Military Withdrawal

Students interested in Patrick Henry College’s policy 
regarding active duty call-up for military personnel should 
contact the Office of the Registrar.

Attendance
Students are STRONGLY encouraged to attend each and 
every class scheduled during the semester. There is no 
better way to perform well in any class than by attending 
the regularly scheduled lectures. However, there may 
be times when students cannot make a lecture, due to 
illness, participation in a sanctioned college event, or other 
conflicting commitments. While students should strive to 
avoid such conflicts, college is a very busy time and conflicts 
may occur.  
Patrick Henry College does not mandate an academic 
penalty for a student who misses a class, although he may 
receive a zero for any unfulfilled class requirements. If a 
students participate in college sanctioned events they will 
know about any conflicts well in advance and are expected 
to discuss these with their professors to arrange for dealing 
with affected assignments prior to the absence.
Freshmen and Sophomores who log two absences not 
attributed to being involved in a college sanctioned event 
will be subject to an interview with any professor teaching a 
core course. It is the expectation of the College that students 
will grow more mature in managing their schedules as 
they progress through their time at Patrick Henry College. 
After graduation this kind of time management will be an 
indispensable skill, and the college seeks to train students in 
this skill while they are enrolled. 

Final Exams 
All classes meet during final exam week for an exam or other 
significant educational activity. Students may not reschedule 
final exams; however, if a student has three exams scheduled 
on the same day, he or she may request permission to 
reschedule one at another date. Students seeking to 
reschedule an exam should speak with the instructor of the 
course.

Integrity of Scholarship
The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as 
absolutely essential in every community of learning. It is 
expected that these principles will be scrupulously followed 
in all academic endeavors at Patrick Henry College, 
including but not limited to the preparation of all papers 
and reports and the taking of examinations. All academic 
work must be done by the student without unauthorized 
aid. Any compromise of truth or honesty, including but not 
limited to plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, violation 
of guidelines under which the work is to be done, fabrication 
of data, unauthorized use of computer data, submission 
of a paper twice for the same course, submission of the 
same paper for multiple courses, and excessive revision by 
someone other than the student, may be considered sufficient 
grounds for suspension or expulsion  from the College. 
Students may be given a grade of “XF” if it is determined 
that they have plagiarized or cheated in a course. The “XF” 
on a transcript indicates that a student violated integrity 
of scholarship policies. Students who successfully retake a 
course for which they have received an “XF” will have the 
“X” removed from their transcripts although the “F” will 
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remain. The “XF” (or “F”) and the grade earned in the retaken 
course will be used to calculate the grade point average.

Grades
Formal grade reports are issued both to students and their 
parents, in accordance with the student privacy policy, at the 
end of each semester. 
Patrick Henry College uses the following information to 
define transcript notations:

Letter Grade Percent Grade Quality Points
A  Superior 93 – 100 4.00

A- 90 – 92 3.67
B+ 87 – 89 3.33

B  Above Average 83 – 86 3.00
B- 80 – 82 2.67
C+ 77 – 79 2.33

C  Average 73 – 76 2.00
C- 70 – 72 1.67
D+ 67 – 69 1.33

D Below Average 63 – 66 1.00
D- 60 – 62 0.67

F  Failing Less than 60 0.00

XF:  	 Failing (Cheating or Plagiarizing)
I:	 Incomplete
IP:	 In Progress
WF:	 Withdraw Failing (counted as an F); Withdraw without 

following proper procedures
WP:	 Withdraw Passing (not counted toward GPA)
W:	 Withdraw
P:	 Pass 
X: 	 Audit
T/TR:	 Transferred Course

Incompletes
When extenuating circumstances beyond the control of the 
student prevent the completion of all the requirements for 
a course, a grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be issued in lieu 
of an “F” (Failure) upon the determination of the instructor. 
Students whose work is incomplete in a course during the 
fall semester are required to make up or complete their 
work by the following March 1. Students who receive an “I” 
during the spring semester or summer term are required to 
make up or complete their work by the following November 
1. An earlier deadline may be set at the discretion of the 
instructor. 
A student who completes work within the required time will 
receive a grade determined by the instructor. If the work is 
not completed by the specified deadline, the Incomplete will 
be changed to an “F.”

Repeating Courses
A student may repeat a course previously failed or a course 
in which the minimum grade required for graduation or 
for the major was not earned. However, a student may 
not repeat a course if the minimum grade required for 
graduation or for the major was earned. The grade earned in 
the failed course (or grades earned in courses in which the 
minimum grade required for graduation or the major were 
not earned) and the grade earned in the retaken course will 
be used to calculate the grade point average. All courses 
remain on the transcript. A student must, through his 
advisor, secure the approval of the Department Chairman 
if a course is to be repeated. A student who does not pass a 
required course after two attempts or withdraws failing from 
a required course twice will be placed on academic probation 

until the requisite grade has been earned. A required course 
may be taken a maximum of three times.

Semester Academic Honors
The President’s List
The President’s List honors high academic achievement and 
is published at the end of each semester. To be eligible for this 
recognition, a student must complete at least twelve credit 
hours, earn at least a 3.85 grade point average, have no grade 
lower than “C-“ for the semester, and be enrolled in at least 
one non-apprenticeship course. 

The Dean’s List
The Dean’s List honors academic achievement and is 
published at the end of each semester. To be eligible for this 
recognition, a student must complete at least twelve credit 
hours, earn at least a 3.75 grade point average, have no grade 
lower than “C-“ for the semester, and be enrolled in at least 
one non-apprenticeship course.

Academic Discipline and 
Administrative Withdrawals
Academic Warning Notices
At the approximate midpoint of each semester, any student 
in jeopardy of receiving a grade of “D” or “F” will receive 
an academic warning notice from the instructor of the 
course. The student’s parents will also receive this notice, in 
accordance with the student privacy policy. The student must 
discuss the warning with his advisor. 

Academic Probation
At the end of any given semester, all degree-seeking students 
must meet the minimum term grade point average of 2.0. 
The GPA is calculated only on hours taken at Patrick Henry 
College, although the total hours earned includes transfer 
credits. Any student who fails to attain the required 2.0 
GPA is placed on academic probation. Students placed on 
academic probation will be placed on suspension unless 
they achieve the required average within one semester. If a 
student twice fails any course or withdraws failing from a 
course twice, that student will be subject to the probation-
suspension process regardless of the cumulative grade point 
average. A required course may be taken a maximum of three 
times.
A student on academic probation must have the approval 
of his faculty advisor before participating in ongoing 
extracurricular activities.

Academic Suspension
A student who has a GPA below 2.0 for two consecutive 
semesters will be placed on academic suspension. The 
normal duration of suspension is one year (twelve months), 
after which a student is eligible for readmission if he has 
made proper application through the Office of Admissions. 
Such readmission is not automatic and will be dependent 
upon demonstration of significant productive activity 
during the period of suspension. In unusual circumstances, 
a student may appeal to the Academic Dean for readmission 
after a suspension of less than one year. 
The suspension encompasses all terms during the twelve-
month duration, including the summer sessions. Eligibility 
to enroll in any summer session is granted just as it is for any 
regular semester. 

Academic Dismissal
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A student may be dismissed from the College without 
recourse for one of the following academic reasons:
• If a student is placed on academic suspension for a third 

time.
• If a student is placed on probation for a fourth time, and it 

is determined that the student cannot graduate with the 
minimum grade point average required.

Disciplinary Withdraws 
If a student is dismissed for disciplinary reasons related to 
student life, grades of “W” will be recorded on the transcript 
for courses in which the student is enrolled. The regular 
refund policy applies for a student who is dismissed for 
disciplinary reasons.

Academic Grievances and 
Complaints
The procedure outlined in this policy shall be used to resolve 
grievances of students that refer to actions of the faculty. 
Grievances covered by this policy shall include issues 
relating to classroom procedures, grade complaints, and 
decisions relating to an academic program. 
This policy does not include Non-Academic Student 
Grievances, such as sexual harassment complaints, offensive 
treatment, and moral misconduct. The procedures for those 
complaints are specified under “Non-Academic Student 
Grievances” in the Student Life Manual.
The assignment of grades normally falls under the discretion 
of the professor who teaches the course and is a matter of his 
or her academic freedom. Minor changes, such as disputes 
over changing an A- to an A, are not usually matters for 
adjudication, which should be reserved for allegations of 
error or gross injustice.
Curricular matters are the purview of the faculty as a whole. 
Requests for changes in programs or requirements should be 
presented as a petition to the Faculty Senate, rather than as a 
grievance under the terms of this document.

The Grievance Process
1. The student should first bring the complaint to the faculty 

member. Every attempt should be made to resolve the 
issue in a mutually respectful and Christ-like manner.

2. If the student believes the issue has not been resolved in 
a satisfactory way, he or she may take the matter to the 
appropriate Department Chair, who should hear both 
sides in an equitable manner and issue a decision. (If the 
complaint is against the Department Chair, the appeal 
may be made directly to the Academic Dean, as prescribed 
below.)

3. If either the student or the faculty member is dissatisfied 
with the Chair’s decision, either party may appeal to the 
Academic Dean.

4. If either the student or the faculty member is dissatisfied 
with the Dean’s decision, either party may appeal to the 
Provost. This appeal should be made in writing. The 
Department Chair should also explain in writing the 
reasons for the decision. After deliberation and discussion 
with the parties involved, the Provost should make a 
decision in writing.

5. If either the student or the faculty member is dissatisfied 
with the Provost’s decision, either party may appeal to 
the Academic Policies Committee of the Faculty Senate 
(charged in the Faculty Handbook XVII, p. 29, as being 

“responsible for student grievances”), and to the Student 
Hearing Board. Both bodies will hear and rule on the 
matter.

6. In case of a disagreement of the two boards, the President 
will render the decision, which will be final.

7. All proceedings must be kept strictly confidential. Records 
of the grievance and the appeals should be maintained in a 
confidential file in the Provost office.

8. If students consider themselves ill-used in this process, 
they are free to report the matter to PHC’s accrediting 
agency: Transnational Association of Christian Colleges 
and Schools; P.O. Box 328, Forest, Virginia 24551; Phone 
(434) 525-9539 • Fax (434) 525-9538; E-mail: info@tracs.org. 

Evaluation of Transfer Credits 
Transfer Credit
The following three guidelines are used to determine the 
general acceptability of transfer credit:  1) the educational 
quality of the institution; 2) the equivalency of the nature, 
content, and level of course; 3) the direct appropriateness and 
applicability of the credits earned to the programs offered 
by Patrick Henry College. The following criteria govern the 
transfer of credit:
1. An official transcript from each institution attended 

must be submitted to the Office of Admissions prior to 
acceptance. Upon admission as a degree-seeking student, 
the Registrar will evaluate the transcript(s) submitted 
and issue a transfer credit evaluation to the prospective 
student. Transfer credits are applied to the student’s 
transcript upon enrollment. 

2. Transfer students who are enrolled in courses during or 
after their acceptance must submit their transcript within 
30 days of enrollment at PHC or the end of the course 
(whichever is later). Once enrolled, transfer credit may not 
be awarded unless transient student status is approved 
prior to the course. See “Transient Student Status” for 
complete information.

3. The Registrar evaluates credit for transfer from institutions 
accredited by agencies authorized by the Council for 
Higher Education Accreditation. PHC may choose to 
accept transfer credits from institutions that, as a matter of 
principle, have not sought accreditation, if their graduates 
have a high acceptance rate in graduate schools and law 
schools and if their courses are taught by faculty with 
terminal degrees. In some cases, these credits may be 
conditionally accepted for transfer based upon earning 
a 2.0 cumulative PHC GPA upon completion of the first 
semester (or 12 credits).

4. PHC may accept up to 50 transfer credits. Up to 9 credits 
may be major courses. Courses may not be transferred to 
fulfill Freedoms Foundations I & II; Philosophy; Principles 
of Biblical Reasoning; Rhetoric; Western Literature I & II; 
History of the United States I & II. Transferred courses 
that do not apply to core courses or major courses are 
transferred as open electives. 

5. The Registrar serves as the final authority in evaluating 
credit for transfer. In special instances, students may 
submit supplemental course material (syllabi, catalog 
descriptions, etc.) to the Registrar to be reviewed. 
Supplemental information must be received prior to the 
beginning of the following semester. Upon evaluating this 
information, additional credit may be awarded.
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6. Vocational, technical, developmental, remedial, and 
military courses or courses graded on a pass/fail scale are 
generally not eligible for transfer. Credits awarded on the 
basis of institutional or competency exams are not eligible 
for transfer. No credit will be awarded on the basis of life 
experience. No credit will be awarded for CLEP (College 
Level Examination Program).

7. Only courses with grades of “C” and above will be 
considered. Grades and Grade Point Averages do not 
transfer.

8. Credits transferred from institutions on the quarter system 
will transfer on the following scale: 5 and 4 quarter hours 
= 3 semester hours; 3 quarter hours = 2 semester hours; 2 
and 1 quarter hours = 1 semester hour.

Credit from other sources
Patrick Henry College recognizes the Advanced Placement 
Program of the College Entrance Examination Board and 
will review the results of AP examinations for credit for first 
semester students. AP scores must be sent directly from the 
College Board to be evaluated (photocopies of student results 
are not evaluated). AP Examination Scores of 4 and 5 are 
evaluated for transfer according to the following table:

Score of 4 or 5

Art: History of Art Elective – 3 credits

Calculus AB Elective – 3 credits

Calculus BC Elective – 3 credits

Chemistry Elective – 3 credits

Computer Science AB Elective – 3 credits

Economics: Micro*** Elective – 3 credits

Economics: Macro*** Elective – 3 credits 

English Lit. & Comp Elective – 3 credits

English Lang. & Comp Elective – 3 credits

European History HIS130* & HIS140*

Human Geography Elective – 3 credits

French Language Elementary Modern Language – 
6 credits**

French Literature Elementary Modern Language – 
6 credits**

German Language Elementary Modern Language – 
6 credits

Physics B SCI220* & SCI220L*

Spanish Language Elementary Modern Language – 
6 credits**

Spanish Literature Elementary Modern Language – 
6 credits**

*It should be noted that though a student may receive credit for these courses, 
AP content may not include the biblical worldview content of PHC courses. 
The student may be expected to articulate this worldview in subsequent 
courses.
** Students who score a 4 or 5 on both Language and Literature will receive 
credit for both Elementary and Intermediate level proficiency.
*** Students who take both Micro-economics and Macro-economics will 
receive credit for ECON320.

Credits from the Program on Non-Collegiate Sponsored 
Instruction (PONSI), Dantes Subject Standardized Tests 
(DSST), and International Baccalaureate (IB) are evaluated on 
a case by case basis.

Transient Student Status

Any student currently enrolled in PHC who plans to 
study elsewhere during any semester or summer with the 
intention of applying this credit toward degree requirements 
at PHC must complete the Request for Transient Student 
Status, obtain the signatures of his faculty advisor and the 
Department Chair of the intended major, and return the 
form to the Office of the Registrar, who will confirm course 
equivalency and acceptability. The level of scrutiny applied 
to transient courses is equivalent to that of transferred 
courses. Permission must be grant prior to enrolling in these 
courses.  Students who incorrectly follow the transient 
student procedures may forfeit credit for this work.

Academic Program Requirements
Anticipated Major
When students apply to enroll for the first time, they may 
choose to indicate an intended major on the Application. This 
major is the anticipated major upon which advisors and early 
course selection may be determined.

Declaration of Major 
Students may declare their majors by submitting the 
Academic Declaration & Update to the Office of the 
Registrar. 
Certain academic programs have additional application 
criteria. When applicable, the Academic Declaration form 
is forwarded to the appropriate faculty member. Once the 
Academic Declaration & Update is submitted or admission 
status to the program is approved, the major has been 
officially declared.

Foreign Language Policy
Demonstrated intermediate-level proficiency in a foreign 
language is required of all PHC graduates. The requirement 
is traditionally fulfilled by taking 12 semester credits of the 
same foreign language: two semesters at the elementary level 
and two semesters at the intermediate level.
Government (Political Theory, American Politics & Policy, 
International Politics & Policy tracks) and Journalism majors 
may choose either a Classical or modern foreign language. 
Government majors (Strategic Intelligence track) must study 
a modern foreign language. Classical Liberal Arts, History, 
and Literature majors must choose a Classical Language.
Fulfillment of PHC’s foreign language requirement 
(intermediate-level proficiency) may be accomplished by 
sitting for the Oral Proficiency Interview of the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). 
Successful completion of this test may result in fulfillment, 
partial or complete, of the foreign language proficiency 
requirement, but no credits are awarded. In this case, credit 
designated for foreign language credit becomes open 
electives.
Some students apply for transient student status with the 
Office of the Registrar and take a modern foreign language 
at another accredited institution in the traditional format. 
Other students enroll in immersion programs through which 
language credit is awarded and the student obtains a cross-
cultural experience. 
Regardless of how many credits another institution or 
program awards, students must complete the “demonstrated 
intermediate-level proficiency” requirement. Though the 
student’s transcript will reflect all credits transferred from 
another institution, fulfillment of the degree requirement is 
determined by the Registrar. Generally, if a student transfers 
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12 credits from another institution without demonstrating 
intermediate-level proficiency they are required to 
complete one additional three-credit, semester course at the 
intermediate level.

Course Substitution Policy
Any course substitution requested by a matriculated student 
must be approved by the advisor, Department Chairman and 
the Registrar. The Course Substitution Form may be obtained 
from the Office of the Registrar. Variances from the stated 
degree and graduation requirements are official and binding 
only when the Office of Academic Affairs has approved the 
substitution in writing. No staff or faculty member may 
grant an exception to the stated degree and graduation 
requirements. All documentation will be held in the student’s 
file in the Office of the Registrar.

Graduation Requirements
Student Responsibility 
Students alone possess the responsibility for completing all 
degree requirements. Faculty advisors, the Registrar, and 
other administrators are available to counsel students in their 
progress toward degree completion, but the responsibility 
remains with the student.

Proficiency Exams
Patrick Henry College requires its students to take three 
proficiency exams.

Math Proficiency Assessment
Upon admission, some students may be deficient in 
mathematics and therefore unable to successfully complete 
Physics and Physics Lab. In such cases, it is in the best 
interests of students to take a course in algebra and 
trigonometry before they attempt to complete Physics. 
Students deficient in mathematics are responsible for gaining 
proficiency in math before they are scheduled to take Physics 
with Lab. During new student orientation, all students will 
take the Math Proficiency Examination for placement.

Computer Proficiency Exam
Prior to graduation, students must take the Computer 
Proficiency Exam. This exam tests students’ basic computer 
skills. Students may take this exam multiple times until a 
passing score is received.

Information Literacy Competency Assessment
All students must achieve a passing score on the Information 
Literacy Competency Assessment prior to graduating. This 
assessment is based on the Information Literacy Objectives, 
which enumerates general research and information 
evaluation skills. These skills are introduced in the required 
Research & Writing class and expanded upon in other 
courses. Students will have at least one opportunity each 
semester to take this web-based assessment and may take it 
multiple times until a passing score is received.

Application for Graduation
By the end of the seventh week of the semester prior to 
the expected graduation, a student anticipating degree 
completion must submit to the Office of the Registrar a 
completed graduation application. The graduation audit 
initiated by this application will be sent to the student and 
advisor in anticipation of spring pre-registration. A student 
is not eligible to graduate unless application is made. The 
application is specific to the semester of graduation; failure to 
complete coursework in that semester requires reapplication.

Graduation Requirements

Upon recommendation of the faculty and with the approval 
of the Board of Trustees, the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
is conferred upon students who have met the following 
requirements for graduation:
• Satisfactorily completed the minimum total semester hours 

required for the selected major.
• Satisfactorily completed all general education requirements 

of the core curriculum.
• Satisfactorily completed all upper division credit hours.
• Maintained a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 

or higher overall.
• Maintained a 2.5 grade point average in the major. No 

grade in the major may be lower than a “C-.”
• Earned a minimum of a “C-“ on a 1-credit Directed 

Research and Writing or practicum project dedicated to 
an integration essay that combines faith and learning 
(completed during the senior year).

• Earned a passing grade on the Computer Proficiency 
Exam test which demonstrates ability to use a variety of 
computer applications.

• Earned a passing grade on the Information Literacy 
Competency Assessment.

• Earned a passing grade in all hours required for 
graduation.

• Settled all financial and disciplinary obligations and 
returned all equipment and library materials to the 
College.

Students may graduate at the end of any term in which they 
complete the degree requirements. The minimum time to 
complete the degree is three years. 

Commencement
The ceremony for the academic year is held each May, 
including the issuance of diplomas. To participate in 
graduation ceremonies, graduating seniors must have 
no more than six total credit hours: language credits or 
internship credits outstanding or be in the process of 
completing their last DRW or Practicum/Apprenticeship 
project begun in the spring semester of their senior year with 
completion scheduled for summer.
Anyone allowed to complete spring semester work during 
the summer will be considered graduated in the summer. 

Graduation Honors
Patrick Henry College graduates will be honored for high 
cumulative academic achievement:

Latin Honors Required Cumulative GPA
Summa cum laude 3.85-4.00

Magna cum laude 3.75-3.84

Cum laude 3.65-3.74
High academic achievement in the major field of study will 
also be honored:

Major Honors Required Major GPA

Highest Honors 3.90-4.00

High Honors 3.80-3.89

Honors 3.70-3.79
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Bachelor of Arts Degree (B.A.)
Patrick Henry College awards the Bachelor of Arts degree. 
The B.A. degree requires the satisfactory completion of 
128-129 credit hours and is awarded once all graduation 
requirements are fulfilled.

Core Curriculum 
Patrick Henry College structures its academic program 
around its distinctive 75 hour, classical liberal arts core 
curriculum. Regardless of major, every student will take the 
following courses:
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern/Classical Foreign Language*
*See Academic Program Requirements for more information.

Learning Objectives for the Core Curriculum
1. Enhance critical thinking and language skills in reading, 

writing, and speaking.
2. Understand the principles of a biblical worldview by 

• demonstrating knowledge of the theological doctrines 
of evangelical Christianity

• explaining how the theocentric worldview of the 
Christian faith compares and contrasts with other 
worldviews, both historical and contemporary

• articulating a reasoned defense of the philosophical 
foundations of a biblical worldview.

3. Understand the liberal arts and sciences by demonstrating 
knowledge of

• the history of Western civilization, especially the 
events and themes of Greco-Roman, European, and 
American history

• the foundational principles of American government, 
especially liberty

• the necessity of Western literature from antiquity to 

the present for evaluating Western intellectual and 
cultural traditions

• the orderly operation of the physical universe as 
revealed by the methods of the physical sciences, 
especially biology and physics 

• the principles of economics
• Euclidean geometry
• music.

4. Integrate the biblical worldview with the study of the 
liberal arts and sciences by

• articulating the important philosophical questions that 
underlie both historical and contemporary debates in 
all areas of knowledge and their consequences

• explaining the coherence of general and special 
revelation, reason and faith

• applying the principles of the biblical worldview to 
current political and ethical issues.

Majors
In addition to the core curriculum, 46-48 credit hours 
of major courses are required for the completion of the 
Bachelor of Arts degree. PHC offers the B.A. degree in 5 
academic majors. These majors are organized into 2 academic 
departments:  

	 Department of Classical Liberal Arts
	 Classical Liberal Arts
	 History
	 Literature
	 Department of Government
	 Government
	 Journalism

Tracks
Tracks are specializations generally consisting of 12 credit 
hours included in the required 45-48 major credits; tracks 
may also influence the types of applicable apprenticeships. 
Currently, two majors have tracks:

	 Government: American Politics & Policy
	 Government: International Politics & Policy
	 Government: Political Theory
	 Government: Strategic Intelligence
	 Journalism: Political Journalism
	 Journalism: Liberal Arts

Student majoring in Government also have the option of 
taking a broad range of courses without declaring a track 
(see Department of Government). Students who major in 
Journalism must choose between the Political Journalism and 
Liberal Arts. 

Major Electives
Major electives are built into all academic majors. Major 
Electives require students to choose courses that meet certain 
qualifying conditions. Generally the course must be an upper 
level course (junior or senior) within selected course prefixes. 
Major elective requirements range from 9 to 21 credit hours 
and are included in the required 45-48 major credits.

Open Electives
Open electives allow students to pursue areas of interest 

Academic & Curricular   
    Organization
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distinct from their degree requirements. Each major contains 
5-8 credit hours of open electives in addition to the core 
curriculum and major courses. Students may use any 
transferred course that does not have a PHC equivalent as 
open electives or they may choose from any successfully 
completed PHC course.

Academic Sessions and Academic Credit
Patrick Henry College operates on a semester system. The 
regular fall and spring semesters are 15 weeks of class plus 
an additional period for final examinations. Some summer 
courses are offered for continuing students.
The academic unit is the semester credit hour. Most courses 
are 2 or 3 credit hours. For many courses, a credit hour 
designates the number of in-class hours that a particular 
course meets per week.
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Introduction
The Department of Classical Liberal Arts provides students 
with a broad background in classical languages, logic, 
rhetoric, Biblical studies, history, English composition and 
literature, philosophy, science, and mathematics. Students 
will encounter a multiplicity of ideas animating the world’s 
great leaders and thinkers of the past in order to see how 
God has worked in and continues to work in His creation. 
Successful students will be informed and thoughtful citizens 
conversant in an array of disciplines.
The Department of Classical Liberal Arts houses three 
majors—Classical Liberal Arts, History, and Literature.

Classical Liberal Arts Major
Students in the Classical Liberal Arts major take a two-
course sequence in Biblical Worldview and Pedagogy. As 
a part of their 20 hours of practicum/apprenticeship, they 
will develop curricula in a number of different disciplines, 
including English, history, Biblical studies, and Classical 
languages, for use in home education and a variety of other 
private schools. In addition, they will gain practical teaching 
experience in a home education setting, classical Christian 
academy, or private school. 

Admission to the Classical Liberal Arts Program
To gain admission into the upper-level courses of the 
Classical Liberal Arts major, students must in the second 
semester of their sophomore year 1) have three letters 
of recommendation (Dean of Student Life, advisor, and 
professor of the student’s choice); 2) teach a short lesson 
before three Classical Liberal Arts faculty; and 3) have a 
cumulative GPA of 3.0 after three semesters of coursework.

Learning Objectives for the Classical Liberal Arts Major
• Improve research, writing, and speaking skills.
• Understand the function of the liberal arts as a means 

of transmitting knowledge in the Western tradition.
• Understand the role of the liberal arts in the formation 

of a Christian worldview.
• Develop a Biblical view of the unity of knowledge 

across the various disciplines of the liberal arts.
• Articulate a thorough integration of faith and learning.

History Major
Students in the History major will take courses in Historical 
Research and Historiography as well as advanced courses in 
American, European, and World history. They will complete 
8 credits of Directed Research and Writing (DRW) projects 
that allow them to engage in specialized historical research. 
The History major combines challenging coursework with 
DRW to prepare students for graduate education.

Learning Objectives for Students Majoring in History
• Improve research, writing, and speaking skills.
• Explain the contribution of Western civilization in 

shaping history.
• Explain the development of the United States from 

colonial times to its current position in world affairs.
• Develop the ability to analyze world events in light of 

their historical background.
• Apply the Biblical worldview to the study of history.

Literature Major
Students majoring in Literature study the great works of 
European and American literature. They take a two-semester 
sequence of seminars in English Literature and study a wide 
range of literary masterpieces. In addition, they expand 
on an area of interest by developing Directed Research & 
Writing projects in literary studies. 

Learning Objectives for the Literature Major
• Know the classics of Western literature (historical 

epochs, genres, major authors).
• Be familiar with important scholarship and criticism.
• Be able to write interesting and intelligent literary 

criticism. Enter the “great conversation.”
• Learn to work together and help each other as creators 

and critics of literature.
• Imitate and learn from the Classics as creative writers.
• Understand the practical, business aspects of writing. 

Develop realistic career goals.
• Learn from and work with outstanding writers, critics, 

and scholars. Participate in valuable internships.

Department of Classical Liberal 
Arts Graduation Requirements
In addition to the graduation requirements listed in the 
Academic Policies section of this catalog, students in the 
Department of Classical Liberal Arts must maintain at least 
a 2.5 GPA in their major (Classical Liberal Arts, History, or 
Literature) to graduate.

International Academy of Apolo-
getics, Evangelism & Human Rights 
Patrick Henry College is affiliated with the International 
Academy of Apologetics, Evangelism & Human Rights in 
Strasbourg, France. This affiliation allows participants to 
earn U.S. undergraduate academic credit. Academy students 
wishing to receive credit will sit for a written examination on 
the final day of the program. Successful completion of this 
culminating examination qualifies a student for 3 semester 
hours of academic credit; additional credit up to a total of 9 
semester hours may be earned. Additional registration and 
participation information is available online.

Department of 
    Classical Liberal Arts
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Classical Liberal Arts Major 
(128 Credits)
Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
LAT/GRK113	 Latin I or Attic Greek I
LAT/GRK123	 Latin II or Attic Greek II
LAT/GRK213	 Latin III or Attic Greek III
LAT/GRK223	 Latin IV or New Testament Greek IV

Major Courses (48 credits)
Topics in Biblical Studies (3 credits)

BIB303 	 The Ancient & Medieval Church
BIB313	 The Reformation & Post-Reformation Church
BIB323	 Prophecy, the Millennium, and Eschatology

Topics in History (3 credits; choose one)
HIS303	 Twentieth-Century Europe
HIS313	 Age of Revolution
HIS323	 Biography as History

Topics in Literature (3 credits)
LIT303	 Literary Theory & Criticism

Topics in Philosophy (3 credits)
PHI303	 Metaphysics

CLA303	 Biblical Worldview & Pedagogy I
CLA313	 Biblical Worldview & Pedagogy II
CLA470	 Practicum/Apprenticeship (20 credits)
CLA491 	 Faith and Reason Integration Essay

Major Electives
Science or Math Course (3 credits; SCI, MAT 400+)
AND
Take 2 courses in any 1 of the following areas (6 credits):

History (HIS, HSS)
Biblical Studies (BIB)
Literature (LIT, LGN, LAU)
Philosophy (PHI)
Classical Languages (GRK, LAT)

Open Elective Courses (5 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
	 LAT/GRK113	 Latin I or Attic Greek I	     3  
			   16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
	 LAT/GRK123	 Latin II or Attic Greek II	     3  
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
	 LAT/GRK213	 Latin III or Attic Greek III	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Lab	 1
	 LAT/GRK223	 Latin IV or New Testament Greek IV	 3  
			   16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 CLA303	 Biblical Worldview & Pedagogy I  	 3
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 HIS***	 Topics in History	 3
	 PHI***	 Topics in Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Lab	     1 	
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB***	 Topics in Biblical Studies	 3
	 CLA313	 Biblical Worldview & Pedagogy II	 3
	 LIT***	 Topics in Literature	 3
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
		  Major Elective	     3  
			     15

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 CLA470	 Practicum/Apprenticeship	   10
		  Major Elective	     3
		  Major Elective	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 CLA470	 Practicum/Apprenticeship	   10	
	 CLA491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	     1
		  Elective	 3
		  Elective	     2  	
			     16
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History Major (128 Credits)
Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
LAT/GRK113	 Latin I or Attic Greek I
LAT/GRK123	 Latin II or Attic Greek II
LAT/GRK213	 Latin III or Attic Greek III
LAT/GRK223	 Latin IV or New Testament Greek IV

Major Courses (48 credits)
Topics in Biblical Studies (3 credits)

BIB303 	 The Ancient & Medieval Church
BIB313	 The Reformation & Post-Reformation Church
BIB323	 Prophecy, the Millennium, and Eschatology

Topics in History (3 credits; choose one)
HIS303	 Twentieth-Century Europe
HIS313	 Age of Revolution
HIS323	 Biography as History

Topics in Literature (3 credits)
LIT303	 Literary Theory & Criticism

Topics in Philosophy (3 credits)
PHI303	 Metaphysics

HIS373	 Historical Research
HIS383	 Historiography
HIS490	 Directed Research & Writing in History (8 credits)
HIS491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay

Major Electives
History Elective: HIS, HSS (21 credits, 300+)

Open Elective Courses (5 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
	 LAT/GRK113	 Latin I or Attic Greek I	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
	 LAT/GRK123	 Latin II or Attic Greek II	     3  
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
	 LAT/GRK213	 Latin III or Attic Greek III	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Lab	 1
	 LAT/GRK223	 Latin IV or New Testament Greek IV	   3  
			   16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 HIS373	 Historical Research     	 3
	 HIS***	 Topics in History	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Lab	 1
		  Major Elective	 3
		  Major Elective	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB***	 Topics in Biblical Studies	 3
	 HIS383	 Historiography	 3
	 LIT***	 Topics in Literature	 3
		  Major Elective	 3
		  Elective	   3  
			     15

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
	 PHI***	 Topics in Philosophy	 3
		  Major Elective	  3
		  Major Elective	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 HIS490	 Directed Research & Writing in History	 8
	 HIS491 	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
		  Major Elective	 3
		  Major Elective	 3
		  Elective	     2  
			     17
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Literature Major (128 Credits)
Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
LAT/GRK113	 Latin I or Attic Greek I
LAT/GRK123	 Latin II or Attic Greek II
LAT/GRK213	 Latin III or Attic Greek III
LAT/GRK223	 Latin IV or New Testament Greek IV

Major Courses (48 credits)
Topics in Biblical Studies (3 credits)

BIB303 	 The Ancient & Medieval Church
BIB313	 The Reformation & Post-Reformation Church
BIB323	 Prophecy, the Millennium, and Eschatology

Topics in History (3 credits; choose one)
HIS303	 Twentieth-Century Europe
HIS313	 Age of Revolution
HIS323	 Biography as History

Topics in Literature (3 credits)
LIT303	 Literary Theory & Criticism

Topics in Philosophy (3 credits)
PHI303	 Metaphysics

Genre (6 credits; choose two)
LGN333	 Poetry
LGN343	 Novel
LGN353	 Drama/Screenwriting

Major Author (3 credits; choose one)
LAU333	 Shakespeare	
LAU343	 Milton
LAU353	 Chaucer
LAU363	 Selected Works of Charles Dickens

LIT363	 American Literature
LIT373	 English Literature Seminar I
LIT383 	 English Literature Seminar II
LIT490	 Directed Research and Writing in Lit. (8 credits)
LIT491 	 Faith and Reason Integration Essay

Major Electives
Literature Elective: LIT, LAU, LGN (6 credits)
Writing Elective: CPW (3 credits)

Open Elective Courses (5 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
	 LAT/GRK113	 Latin I or Attic Greek I	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
	 LAT/GRK123	 Latin II or Attic Greek II	     3  
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
	 LAT/GRK213	 Latin III or Attic Greek III	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Lab	 1
	 LAT/GRK223	 Latin IV or New Testament Greek IV         	  3  
			     16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 HIS***	 Topics in History	 3
	 LIT373	 English Literature Seminar I	 3
	 PHI***	 Topics in Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Lab	     1  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB***	 Topics in Biblical Studies	 3
	 LGN***	 Genre	 3
	 LIT383	 English Literature Seminar II	 3
	 LIT***	 Topics in Literature	 3
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	     3  
			     15

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 CPW***	 Major Elective: Writing	     3
	 LGN***	 Genre	     3
	 LIT363	 American Literature	 3
		  Major Elective: Literature	     3
		  Elective	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 LAU***	 Major Author	 3
	 LIT490	 Directed Research & Writing	 8
	 LIT491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
	 	 Major Elective: Literature	 3
		  Elective	     2  
			     17
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Department Introduction
The Mission of the Department of Government is to promote 
practical application of biblical principles and the original 
intent of the founding documents of the American republic, 
while preparing students for lives of public service and 
citizen leadership. Students will systematically study politics, 
government, and journalism as they learn to apply the 
Creator’s great gifts to humanity. His special revelation (the 
revealed word of His Scripture) and His natural revelation 
(the light of right reason and the knowledge humans 
develop). Using these tools, graduates can bring unity, 
clarity, and purpose to the understanding and practice of 
government and journalism.
The Department of Government offers students a well-
grounded program of study in political theory, American 
Government institutions and behavior, domestic public 
policy and economics, international politics and policy, and 
security and intelligence studies. In addition, a distinctive 
element of the Department and Patrick Henry College is the 
strong emphasis on apprenticeship methodology. Students 
are required to apply their understanding of the integrative 
learning process in vocational settings, including internships, 
debate, Moot Court, Model United Nations, practica and 
many other opportunities. In addition to reading classic 
works of political theory and philosophy, from Aristotle’s 
Politics to The Federalist Papers, students will be introduced 
to classics in their discipline, readings that over time have 
been recognized by scholars as critically important to the 
development of government and political science as a field 
of study. The Government major will combine all this with 
biblical principles and a Christian worldview, becoming able 
to better realize and appreciate the unity, clarity, and purpose 
of the study of government.

Government Major 
Overview
The Government Major is comprised of the following credit 
allowances:   

•	75 credits in the core curriculum; 
•	48 major course credits 

				   This includes 12 credits of required Government 	
		  courses, 12 credits of track courses, and 24 credit 	
		  hours of apprenticeship opportunities; 

•	6 open elective credit hours 
•	129 total credit hours. 

Within the Government major, students have a measure 
of flexibility to craft their course work to their specific 
academic interests. Most broadly, the general Government 
major allows students to choose 12 credits in a variety of 
Government disciplines. Many students choose a specific 
discipline within Government in which to specialize. These 
specializations are called tracks and include the following 
options:  

•	American Politics & Policy
•	International Politics & Policy
•	Political Theory
•	Strategic Intelligence

Each track has specific upper division courses tailored 
to provide the student with a sound understanding and 
appreciation of government, politics and policy, theory, or 
strategic intelligence. Combined with the apprenticeship 
opportunities the Government major is well prepared to 
enter public service, non-profit organizations, think tanks, or 
graduate and professional schools.

Required Government Courses
Every student majoring in Government is required to take 
12 credits of introductory courses. These courses include: 
American Political Institutions, Comparative Politics, 
International Relations, and Political Science Research 
Methods (or Intelligence Research Analysis for students in 
the Strategic Intelligence track). 
These four courses primarily serve two purposes. First, 
they introduce all Government students to the key subfields 
within the discipline to ensure that students will have a 
basic understanding of the discipline regardless of their 
chosen area. Second, these courses play a significant role 
in the classical liberal arts pedagogy at Patrick Henry 
College. As part of the classical liberal arts trivium, the 
required government courses provide the grammar of the 
discipline. This is accomplished primarily through the study 
of discipline classics, primary sources, and other key texts. 
This provision of the grammar of the discipline lays the 
foundation for students to build on in the logic-oriented 
courses students take in their chosen tracks. For example, 
International Relations and Comparative Politics prepare 
students for upper division work in the International 
Politics and Policy track, and, to a lesser extent, the Strategic 
Intelligence track. American Political Institutions prepares 
students for upper division work in the American Politics 
and Policy track. The Political Science Research Methods 
course provides students in any track with the research and 
methodological tools necessary to carry out research and 
analysis in upper division courses. Instructors will assign 
research projects based on the assumption that students have 
the knowledge and ability necessary to accomplish these 
projects. In addition to basic research and written material 
by scholars in the field, both historically and contemporarily, 
and in conjunction with Patrick Henry College’s vision and 
mission, each course will draw upon biblical principles and a 
Christian worldview to lay a foundation for each subject. 
More information about the required government courses 
can be found in the course description section of this Catalog.

Department of 
      Government
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Apprenticeship Experience and Methodology
A key distinctive of Patrick Henry College is its focus on 
apprenticeship training. As explained in the Patrick Henry 
College Philosophy of Education, apprenticeship training 
is applied learning under the direction and guidance of 
a mentor, tutor, or instructor. Government students are 
required to choose several apprenticeship opportunities 
comprising half of their major program (24 credit hours). 
Current opportunities include the following:

•	Internship
•	Faith & Reason Integration Essay (required)
•	Practicum in American Politics & Policy 
•	Practicum in International Politics & Policy
•	Topics in Politics & Policy
•	Model United Nations
•	Moot Court
•	Applied Research in Political Theory
•	Senior Thesis and Preparation
•	Special Projects in Strategic Intelligence
•	Intelligence Community Seminars
•	Applied Research Senior Seminar

Each type of apprenticeship experience is unique. While 
apprenticeships are largely initiated by the students, PHC 
Government faculty are engaged in the learning process 
and generally provide some oversight and direction to the 
apprenticeship experience. 
Two common types of apprenticeships are the internship and 
practicum. Internships are courses designed to give students 
supervised practical application in a controlled work 
environment, generally off-campus. (Although Journalism 
majors also have on-campus internship experiences working 
on the PHC student publications.) Government majors, 
especially policy and SI students, have a unique opportunity 
to participate in their chosen fields within the greater 
Washington D.C. community, including the White House, 
Capitol Hill, government agencies, think tanks, non-profit 
and faith-based organizations, and a variety of county and 
local government agencies and organizations. The College 
maintains contact with a bipartisan network of individuals 
and organizations, both in the D.C. area and across the 
country, many of them officeholders, who desire to assist 
students in gaining practical experience and knowledge in 
government, politics, policy, and strategic intelligence.
The “practicum,” the “applied research seminar,” and the 
various applied research courses provide other forms of 
apprenticeship learning. In a practicum course, students 
begin with classroom preparation in a particular subject and 
move on to develop, evaluate and report on actual public 
policy. For example, students in the American Politics and 
Policy track might focus on a specific real policy issue, such 
as evaluating the federal government’s involvement in public 
education, such as with the No Child Left Behind Act. With the 
direction of the faculty member and after some preliminary 
research in primary and secondary documentation, students 
would research the issue from a variety of perspectives (i.e. 
political, theoretical, educational, financial, federalism and 
intergovernmental relations, etc.), develop a project proposal, 
and then submit a comprehensive written report. The goal 
of the course would be to provide the written document to 
policymakers in the specific policy field.
Other examples of student learning—in any of the practica 
and applied research courses—include researching and 
reporting on current bills before various legislative bodies 

and drafting policy briefs, press releases, political speeches, 
and legislative proposals. Each of these projects is to be 
completed under the supervision of a faculty mentor with 
extensive experience in that specific area of study. Often the 
research for such projects requires students to interact with 
professionals in the field, such as congressional and state 
legislative staff, executive branch officials, lobbyists, policy 
institutes, activist organizations, etc. 

Learning Objectives For 
Government

Government
The Government Major (with no track) provides students the 
opportunity to complete the required Government courses 
and then take courses from the three following disciplines: 
American Politics & Policy, International Politics & Policy, 
and Political Theory. 

Learning Objectives for the Government Major
•	Develop and apply biblical principles and a Christian 

worldview to the study and practice of government.
•	Understand the institutions, behavior, and functions of 

American national, state, and local government.
•	Demonstrate theoretical and practical knowledge of 

international relations, comparative political systems, 
U.S. foreign policy, and international economic 
systems.

•	Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the relevant, 
competing political philosophies that have shaped the 
West.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the policymaking 
process, both domestic and foreign.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship 
between the political and economic sectors at the 
national, state, and local levels of government and 
society in general.

•	Develop and apply effective research and writing 
skills to the study and practice of government, politics, 
policy and economics.

•	Develop and demonstrate effective oral 
communication skills.

•	Serve national, state, or local policymakers with skill, 
maturity, and prudence.

•	Be an astute, informed, and active citizen at all levels 
of government and non-profit service.

•	Be able to assimilate smoothly into the political, policy, 
or governmental workplace.

Government—American Politics & Policy

Students majoring in Government with the American Politics 
& Policy track examine the key subfields of American 
Government, including American institutions and behavior, 
state and local government, public economics, public policy, 
and research methods. 
Apprenticeships in the American Politics & Policy track 
might explore opinion polling and survey research. In such 
a practicum, students would learn the history of public 
opinion polling, the methods used in polling, and how to 
accurately interpret poll data and then would be placed 
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in a survey research firm for a period of time to actually 
do public opinion polling culminating in a report on their 
work. Students would also do their own polling projects, 
independent of their work in survey research firms, 
researching already existing survey data to draw conclusions 
about public opinion on specific key issues facing American 
policy-makers.

Learning Objectives for the Government Major—American 
Politics and Policy Track

•	Develop and apply biblical principles and a Christian 
worldview to the study and practice of government.

•	Understand the institutions, behavior, and functions of 
American national, state, and local government.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the policymaking 
process.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship 
between the political and economic sectors at the 
national, state, and local levels of government and 
society in general.

•	Develop and apply effective research and writing 
skills to the study and practice of government, politics, 
policy and economics.

•	Develop and demonstrate effective oral 
communication skills.

•	Serve national, state, or local policymakers with skill, 
maturity, and prudence.

•	Be an astute, informed, and active citizen at all levels 
of government and non-profit service.

•	Be able to assimilate smoothly into the political, policy, 
or governmental workplace.

Government—International Politics & 
Policy

Government-International Politics & Policy track students 
study international relations, foreign policy, political 
economy, ethics and international diplomacy, and 
comparative politics. 
Under the direction of a qualified faculty or mentor, students 
in the International Politics & Policy track might explore a 
specific global issue (e.g. global warming, environmental 
degradation, resource scarcity, the war on terror, 
globalization, free trade, ethnic violence, genocide, etc.) 
through research of primary and secondary sources. Students 
then would be required to draft a policy report articulating 
a strategy for US involvement in the issue that would 
ultimately be forwarded to relevant government officials. 
Drafting a report that articulates a biblical perspective on 
the issue would be of great value to various Christian policy 
groups and think tanks who are interested in articulating the 
Christian community’s views on important global issues. 

Learning Objectives for the Government Major—
International Politics and Policy Track

•	Develop and apply biblical principles and a Christian 
worldview to the study and practice of government.

•	Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the relevant, 
competing political philosophies and theories that 
currently guide and have historically guided the 
political world.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the policymaking 
process.

•	Demonstrate theoretical and practical knowledge of 
international relations, comparative political systems, 
U.S. foreign policy, and international economic 
systems.

•	Develop and apply effective research and writing 
skills to the study and practice of government, politics, 
policy and economics.

•	Develop and demonstrate effective oral 
communication skills.

•	Be an astute, informed, and active citizen at all levels 
of government and non-profit service.

•	Be able to assimilate smoothly into the political, policy, 
or governmental workplace.

Government—Political Theory

The students who choose the Government-Political Theory 
track study the chief schools of political thought, from 
ancient to contemporary, as well as the application of 
political theory to current policy issues. 
Students in political theory engage in reading, discussing, 
and writing on various theoretical aspects of politics. 
Political theory seminars consist of small groups of students 
who meet regularly with the instructor to read and discuss 
seminal works in political theory, usually around one or 
two particular theorists, such as Plato or Locke, or around a 
general theme in political theory. Under the direction of the 
instructor, students take an active part in leading discussions, 
presenting ideas, and writing papers that elicit their 
understanding of political theory. Students will be required 
to write substantial papers, which will be presented to the 
group for comment and critique. 
Another apprenticeship opportunity for political theory 
students is the Senior Thesis. In consultation with the 
instructor, the student will select a topic, develop a thesis, 
construct a bibliography, write a substantial paper on a 
subject of specific interest, and present those findings to a 
larger audience. 

Learning Objectives for the Government Major—Political 
Theory Track

•	Develop and apply biblical principles and a Christian 
worldview to the study of political theory.

•	Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the competing 
political philosophies that have shaped the West.

•	Demonstrate the capacity to identify and evaluate 
the philosophical ideas supporting and motivating a 
political system.

•	Develop a thorough understanding of how competing 
views of human nature motivate various political 
systems.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the competing 
theories of justice.

•	Demonstrate ability to evaluate public policy positions 
in light of theoretical and historical concerns.

•	Develop and apply effective research and writing 
skills to the study of political theory.

•	Demonstrate effective oral communication skills.
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Government—Strategic Intelligence

Government-Strategic Intelligence track students study the 
history and development of intelligence gathering agencies, 
the role of intelligence in foreign policy making, and the 
application of modern intelligence data collection and 
analysis techniques. The Strategic Intelligence faculty are 
advised and supported by a Board of Advisors consisting of 
nationally recognized experts in the intelligence and foreign 
policy fields.
Strategic Intelligence students have special requirements and 
responsibilities. These students fulfill their apprenticeship 
requirements partly through intelligence and/or foreign 
policy internships and partly through practical research 
and analysis directed by college faculty or qualified outside 
practitioners. Examples of apprenticeship projects include 
systematic analysis of government-maintained intelligence 
databases, exploitation of open source data for intelligence 
and foreign policy applications, and drafting of foreign 
policy briefs for use by executive, legislative, and private 
sector decision makers.
Students interested in pursuing the SI track must apply for 
admission. To be admitted a student must:

•	Have completed at least the freshman year;
•	Have spent at least one academic year on campus 

(Note: Taking classes as a Campus and Home student 
does not count toward fulfillment of the one-year 
requirement);

•	Have a GPA of 3.0 or better;
•	Submit a written application;
•	Complete an oral interview.

Furthermore, as many will work with sensitive data, 
Strategic Intelligence students must observe and keep all 
security and confidentiality agreements. 

Learning Objectives for the Government Major—Strategic 
Intelligence Track

•	Develop and apply biblical principles and a Christian 
worldview to the study and practice of intelligence 
analysis and foreign policymaking.

•	Articulate the principles of liberty as expressed in 
many founding documents, such as the Declaration of 
Independence and the United States Constitution.

•	Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the relevant, 
competing political philosophies and theories that 
currently guide and have historically guided the 
political world.

•	Demonstrate an understanding of the policymaking 
and intelligence gathering process.

•	Demonstrate theoretical and practical knowledge of 
international relations, comparative political systems, 
U.S. foreign policy, and international economic 
systems.

•	Articulate the history, development, and current 
functions of foreign policymaking and executing 
agencies.

•	Demonstrate working knowledge of standard 
intelligence data analysis software applications.

•	Demonstrate a healthy respect for security and 
confidentiality protocols.

•	Develop and apply effective research and writing 
skills to the study and practice of foreign policy and 
intelligence analysis.

•	Develop and demonstrate effective oral 
communication skills.

•	Serve foreign policymakers with skill, maturity, and 
prudence.

•	Be able to assimilate smoothly into the intelligence, 
national security, and/or foreign policy communities.

Journalism Major 
The Journalism major prepares Christian students to 
be outstanding journalists. Students will gain the skills, 
knowledge, and experience they need to compete effectively 
for positions with news media in local, regional, and 
national markets. Students also develop a strong sense of 
professionalism, a respect for the institution of journalism 
and its role in maintaining a free society, and the ability 
to understand and evaluate trends and practices in 
contemporary journalism. Most importantly, they will 
develop a biblically-based philosophy of journalism to guide 
them as they seek truth as the ultimate goal in all that they 
investigate and report.
All Journalism students study basic news reporting and 
writing (Journalism I and II) as well as Media Law and 
Journalism History.

Journalism Tracks
Students majoring in Journalism must choose between 
two tracks: Political Journalism or Liberal Arts. A track in 
Political Journalism provides the student with a working 
knowledge of politics, essential in most newsrooms; 
the Political Journalism Track, with broad and intensive 
courses in government, prepares students to work as 
general assignment or political reporters and editors. The 
Liberal Arts Track, with a professional writing course and 
other upper-division CLA classes in addition to the core 
curriculum, is designed for students who want a solid 
historical and literary background to help them interpret the 
culture and produce insightful essays, narratives, and other 
types of features.

Journalism Apprenticeships
Internships are a key part of the Patrick Henry College 
Journalism program. After completing Journalism II (usually 
in their freshman or sophomore year), students spend two 
semesters as staff members on the student newspaper, 
magazine, or radio program (Student Publications Internship 
I and II). In the fall semester, students will take a skills course 
directly related to their internship: students working with 
one of the print publications will take Print Media Graphics; 
those with the radio program will take Radio Journalism.
Usually in their junior or senior year students must 
earn at least six internship credits by completing an off-
campus internship. Students have interned at, among 
other publications, the Washington Times, the Washington 
Examiner, WORLD Magazine, the Baltimore Sun, NBC and 
Fox affiliates in Washington, National Geographic, American 
Spectator, NBC/Universal in Los Angeles, American Family 
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Radio, USAToday.com, and many smaller newspapers 
and broadcast stations. Students complete the program’s 
Internship requirements by taking 9 credits of journalism 
electives (e.g. Political Journalism, Narrative Non-Fiction), 
additional off-campus internships, freelance project 
internships under the supervision of the Director of 
Journalism, or a combination of the above.

Learning Objectives for the Journalism 
Major

•	Develop biblical principles and a Christian worldview 
of the role of a Christian journalist in society and how 
these principles apply to Christian and non-Christian 
publications.

•	Understand how news media interact with and help 
shape contemporary culture and politics.

•	Demonstrate professional competency in the core 
practical journalistic tasks by finding, reporting, and 
writing publishable news stories for local, regional, 
and national markets.

•	Understand the historical foundations of journalism 
and how they shape contemporary journalistic 
practice.

•	Understand and apply basic principles of print news 
media layout and design.

•	Understand the major principles of media law that 
apply to print journalism.

•	Develop and apply a biblical standard of journalistic 
ethics and a strong commitment to journalistic 
integrity.

•	Develop the skill, maturity, prudence, and 
professionalism to assimilate smoothly into a wide 
variety of news media organization.

Additional Graduation Requirements
Students in General Government track, Government-Political 
Theory, American Politics and Policy, International Politics 
and Policy, and Journalism must take at least 12 credit hours 
of a modern or classical foreign language to fulfill their CLA 
core requirement. 
Students in Strategic Intelligence must take at least 12 credit 
hours of a modern foreign language to fulfill their core 
curriculum language requirement. Strategic Intelligence 
students may NOT substitute a classical language to fulfill 
their foreign language requirement, though general elective 
credit may be used to study a classical language.
In addition to the graduation requirements listed in the 
Academic Policies section of this catalog, students in the 
Government major, including Political Theory, American 
Politics & Policy, International Politics & Policy, and 
Journalism students must maintain at least a 2.5 GPA in 
the major and earn a “C-“ or better in all major courses to 
graduate. Students in the Strategic Intelligence major must 
maintain at least a 3.0 GPA in the Government major and 
earn a “C-“ or better in all Government courses to graduate. 
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Government Major (129 Credits) 
Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern/Classical Foreign Language*

(*see Department of Government Graduation Requirements)

Major Courses (48 credits)
Government Courses 
GOV303	 American Political Institutions
GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods 
GOV323	 Comparative Politics
GOV333	 International Relations
GOV491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay

Major Electives
Course Elective (Choose 12 credits)
APP303	 State & Local Government
APP313	 The Congress
APP323	 The Presidency 
APP353	 Campaigns & Elections
APP403	 Principles of Policy Analysis
APP413	 Ethics in Public Policy
APP423	 Education Policy & Politics
ECO313	 Public Economics
ECO403	 Public Finance & Taxation
ECO413	 International Economics
IPP303 	 Foreign Policy:  Theory & Practice
IPP403	 Ethics & International Relations
IPP413	 Latin American Politics
IPP423	 European Politics
IPP433	 Politics of Developing Nations
POL313	 Ancient & Medieval Political Theory
POL333	 Modern & Contemporary Political Theory
POL353	 American Political Thought
POL473	 Conservative Political Theory
Apprenticeship Electives (Choose 23 credits)
***470	 Internship in APP/IPP/POL (up to 12 credits)
APP463	 Practicum in American Politics & Policy (3 credits)
GOV452	 Model United Nations (up to 6 credits)
GOV462	 Moot Court (up to 6 credits)
GOV480	 Topics in Politics and Policy (up to 6 credits)
GOV490	 Independent Readings (up to 6 credits)
GOV493	 Applied Research Senior Seminar (3 credits)
IPP463	 Practicum in International Politics & Policy (3 credits)
POL463	 Applied Research in Political Theory: (topics vary)
	 (up to 6 credits)
POL492&496	 Senior Thesis Prep & Senior Thesis (8 credits)

Open Elective Courses (6 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Laboratory	 1 
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 GOV303	 American Political Institutions	 3
	 GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Laboratory	 1
		  Major Course Elective                            	      3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 GOV323	 Comparative Politics	 3
	 GOV333	 International Relations	 3
		  Major Course Elective	 3
		  Major Course Elective	 3
		  Elective                                                     	    3  
			     15

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
		  Major Course Elective	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Elective 	   10  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 GOV491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
		  Elective	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Electives	   13  	
			     17
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Government Major (129 Credits)  
American Politics & Policy Track
Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern/Classical Foreign Language*

(*see Department of Government Graduation Requirements)

Major Courses (48 credits)
Government Courses (12 credits)
GOV303	 American Political Institutions
GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods 
GOV323	 Comparative Politics
GOV333	 International Relations
Apprenticeship (12 credits)
APP463	 Practicum in American Politics & Policy (3 credits)
APP470	 Internship in American Politics & Policy (5 credits)
GOV491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay (1 credit)
GOV493	 Applied Research Senior Seminar (3 credits)

Major Electives
American Politics & Policy Courses (Choose 12 credits)
APP303	 State & Local Government
APP313	 The Congress
APP323	 The Presidency 
APP353	 Campaigns & Elections
APP403	 Principles of Policy Analysis
APP413	 Ethics in Public Policy
APP423	 Education Policy & Politics
ECO313	 Public Economics
ECO403	 Public Finance & Taxation
Additional Apprenticeship (Choose 12 credits)
APP463	 Practicum in American Politics & Policy 
	 (up to 3 credits)
APP470	 Internship in American Politics & Policy 
	 (up to 7 credits)
GOV452	 Model United Nations (up to 6 credits)
GOV462	 Moot Court (up to 6 credits)
GOV480	 Topics in Politics and Policy (up to 6 credits)
GOV490	 Independent Readings (up to 6 credits)
POL463	 Applied Research in Political Theory (up to 6 credits)

Open Elective Courses (6 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Laboratory	 1 
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 GOV303	 American Political Institutions	 3
	 GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Laboratory	 1
		  Major APP Elective                          	             3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 GOV323	 Comparative Politics	 3
	 GOV333	 International Relations	 3
		  Major APP Elective	 3
		  Major APP Elective	 3
		  Elective	 3
		  Elective	     3  
			     18

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 APP463	 Practicum in American Politics & Policy	 3
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
		  Major APP Elective	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Elective 	     6  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 APP470	 Internship in American Politics & Policy	 5
	 GOV491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
	 GOV493	 Applied Research Senior Seminar	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Electives	     6  	
			     15
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Government Major (129 Credits)  
International Politics & Policy Track

Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern/Classical Foreign Language*

(*see Department of Government Graduation Requirements)

Major Courses (48 credits)
Government Courses 
GOV303	 American Political Institutions
GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods 
GOV323	 Comparative Politics
GOV333	 International Relations
Apprenticeship (12 credits)
IPP463	 Practicum in Internat’l Politics & Policy (3 credits)
IPP470	 Internship in Internat’l Politics & Policy (5 credits)
GOV491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay (1 credit)
GOV493	 Applied Research Senior Seminar (3 credits)

Major Electives
International Politics & Policy Courses (Choose 12 credits)
IPP303 	 Foreign Policy:  Theory & Practice
IPP403	 Ethics & International Relations
IPP413	 Latin American Politics
IPP423	 European Politics
IPP433	 Politics of Developing Nations
ECO413	 International Economics
Additional Apprenticeship (Choose 12 credits)
GOV452	 Moot Court (up to 6 credits)
GOV462	 Model United Nations (up to 6 credits)
GOV480	 Topics in Politics and Policy (up to 6 credits)
GOV490	 Independent Readings (up to 6 credits)
IPP463	 Practicum in Internat’l Politics & Policy 
	 (up to 3 credits)
IPP470	 Internship (up to 7 credits)
POL463	 Applied Research in Political Theory: (topics vary) 		
	 (up to 6 credits) 

Open Elective Courses (6 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Laboratory	 1 
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			   16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 GOV303	 American Political Institutions	 3
	 GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Laboratory	 1
		  Major IPP Elective                               	         3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 GOV323	 Comparative Politics	 3
	 GOV333	 International Relations	 3
		  Major IPP Elective	 3
		  Major IPP Elective	 3
		  Elective	     3  	
			     15

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 IPP463	 Practicum in International Politics & Policy	3
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
		  Major IPP Elective	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Elective 	     6  	
			     18
Spring Semester	
	 GOV491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
	 GOV493	 Applied Research Senior Seminar	 3
	 IPP470	 Internship in International Politics & Policy	5
		  Major Apprenticeship Electives	     6  	
		   	  15
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Government Major (129 Credits)
Political Theory Track

Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern/Classical Foreign Language*

(*see Department of Government Graduation Requirements)

Major Courses (48 credits)
Government Courses 
GOV303	 American Political Institutions
GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods 
GOV323	 Comparative Politics
GOV333	 International Relations
Political Theory Courses (12 credits)
POL313	 Ancient & Medieval Political Theory
POL333	 Modern & Contemporary Political Theory
POL353 	 American Political Thought
POL373	 Conservative Political Theory
Apprenticeship Courses (13 credits)
POL423	 Applied Research in Political Theory: 
	 Christian Political Thought 
POL433	 Applied Research in Political Theory: 
	 Democracy Prospects & Challenges
POL463	 Applied Research in Political Theory: (topics vary)
POL491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay

And, one of the following two courses:
APP463	 Practicum in American Politics & Policy
IPP463	 Practicum in International Politics & Policy

Major Electives
Additional Apprenticeship (Choose 11 credits)
GOV452	 Moot Court (up to 6 credits)
GOV462	 Model United Nations (up to 6 credits)
GOV480	 Topics in Politics and Policy (up to 6 credits)
GOV490	 Independent Readings (up to 6 credits)
POL463	 Applied Research in Political Theory: (topics vary) 
	 (up to 6 credits)
POL470	 Internship in Political Theory (up to 11 credits)
POL492&496	 Senior Thesis Preparation & Senior Thesis (8 credits)	

Open Elective Courses (6 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Laboratory	 1 
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 GOV303	 American Political Institutions	 3
	 GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods	 3
	 POL313	 Ancient & Medieval Political Theory	 3
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Laboratory	     1 
		   	   16
Spring Semester	
	 GOV323	 Comparative Politics	 3
	 GOV333	 International Relations	 3
	 POL333	 Modern & Contemporary Political Theory	 3
	 POL***	 Applied Research in Political Theory	 3 
		  Elective                                	                         3  
			     15

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
	 POL353	 American Political Thought	 3
	 POL***	 Applied Research in Political Theory	 3
		  Elective	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Electives	     5  	
			     17
Spring Semester	
	 ***463	 Practicum in APP/IPP	 3
	 POL373	 Conservative Political Theory	 3
	 POL491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
	 POL***	 Applied Research in Political Theory	 3
		  Major Apprenticeship Electives	     6  	
			     16
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Government Major (129 Credits)
Strategic Intelligence Track

Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern Foreign Language

Major Courses (48 credits)
Government Courses 
GOV303	 American Political Institutions
GOV323	 Comparative Politics
GOV333	 International Relations
INT313	 Intelligence Research Analysis
Strategic Intelligence Courses (12 credits)
INT303	 History of American Intelligence
INT323	 Intelligence, Law Enforcement, & Civil Liberties
INT363	 Counterintelligence
INT373	 Counterterrorism
Apprenticeship (13 credits)
INT470	 Internship in Strategic Intelligence (12 credits)
INT491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay (1 credit)

Major Electives 
Additional Apprenticeship (Choose 11 credits)
GOV452	 Model United Nations (up to 6 credits)
GOV462	 Moot Court (up to 6 credits)
GOV480	 Topics in Politics and Policy (up to 6 credits)
INT460	 Special Projects in Strategic Intelligence 		
	 (up to 11 credits)
GOV490	 Independent Readings (up to 11 credits)
INT***	 Intelligence Community Seminars 		
	 (up to 3 credits)

Open Elective Courses (6 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     15
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Laboratory	 1 
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     16

Third Year
Fall Semester	
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 GOV303	 American Political Institutions	 3
	 INT303	 History of American Intelligence	 3
	 INT313	 Intelligence Research Analysis	 3	
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Laboratory	     1 
		   	   16
Spring Semester	
	 GOV323	 Comparative Politics	 3
	 GOV333	 International Relations	 3
	 INT323	 Intelligence, Law Enforcement, &
		  Civil Liberties	 3
	 INT470	 Internship in Strategic Intelligence	     4
		  Elective                                                     	    3  	
		    	 16

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 INT363	 Counterintelligence	 3
	 INT373	 Counterterrorism	 3
	 INT470	 Internship in Strategic Intelligence 	     5
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
		  Elective	     3
			     17
Spring Semester	
	 INT470	 Internship in Strategic Intelligence	 3
	 INT491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
		  Major Apprenticeship Electives	   11  	
			     15
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Journalism Major (129 Credits)
Core Curriculum (75 credits)
BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I
BIB133 	 Theology of the Bible II
BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning
CLA101 	 Research & Writing
CLA113 	 Logic
CLA123	 Rhetoric
ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen
GOV203 	 Constitutional Law
GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundations I
GOV223 	 Freedom’s Foundations II
HIS103 	 History of the United States I
HIS113 	 History of the United States II
HIS123 	 History of Western Civilization I
HIS133 	 History of Western Civilization II
LIT193	 Western Literature I
LIT203 	 Western Literature II
MAT203 	 Euclidean Geometry
MUS303	 Music History and Appreciation
PHI203 	 Philosophy
SCI223	 Biology
SCI221	 Biology Laboratory
SCI233	 Physics
SCI231	 Physics Laboratory
Modern/Classical Foreign Language*

(*see Department of Government Graduation Requirements)

Major Courses (46 credits)
Required Journalism Courses (25 credits)
JRN103	 Journalism I
JRN113	 Journalism II
JRN253	 Student Publication Internship I
JRN263	 Student Publication Internship II
JRN302	 Journalism History
JRN352	 Media Law
JRN470	 Off-Campus Journalism Internship (6 credits)
JRN491 	 Journalism Faith & Reason Integration Essay

And one of the following two courses (see course descriptions):
JRN212	 Print Media Graphics, or
JRN222	 Radio Journalism

Students must choose one track (12 credits)
	P olitical Journalism Track	
	 GOV303	 American Political Institutions
	 GOV313	 Political Science Research Methods
	 GOV323	 Comparative Politics
	 GOV333	 International Relations

	L iberal Arts Track
	 Writing Elective:  CPW (3 credits)
	 Literature Elective:  LIT, LGN, LAU (3 credits, 300+)
	 History Elective:  HIS, HSS (3 credits, 300+)
	 Political Theory or Classical Liberal Arts Elective:  POL,  CLA  		
	    (3 credits, 300+)

Major Elective Courses
Choose any combination of the following (choose 9 credits):
JRN332	 Web-based Journalism & Design
JRN342	 Narrative Non-fiction
JRN403	 Political Journalism
JRN470	 Off-Campus Journalism Internship
JRN480	 Freelance Journalism Internship (3 or 6 credits)

Open Elective Courses (8 credits)

Recommended Course Sequence

First Year
Fall Semester	
	 CLA101	 Research & Writing	 1
	 CLA113	 Logic	 3
	 HIS103	 History of the United States I	 3
	 HIS123	 History of Western Civilization I	 3
	 JRN103	 Journalism I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 CLA123	 Rhetoric	 3
	 HIS113	 History of the United States II	 3
	 HIS133	 History of Western Civilization II	 3
	 JRN113	 Journalism II	 3
	 LIT193	 Western Literature I	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     18

Second Year
Fall Semester
	 GOV203	 Constitutional Law	 3
	 GOV213	 Freedom’s Foundation I	 3
	 JRN253	 Student Publication Internship I	 3
	 JRN212/222	 Print Media Graphics or Radio Journal.	 2
	 LIT203	 Western Literature II	 3
		  Foreign Language	     3  
			     17
Spring Semester	
	 GOV223	 Freedom’s Foundation II	 3
	 JRN263	 Student Publication Internship II	 3
	 PHI203	 Philosophy	 3
	 SCI223	 Biology	 3
	 SCI221	 Biology Laboratory	 1
		  Foreign Language	     3  	
			     16

Third Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB123	 Theology of the Bible I	 3
	 ECO303	 Economics for the Citizen	 3
	 JRN302	 Journalism History	 2
		  Major Elective	 3	
		  Track Course	 __3  
			     14
Spring Semester	
	 BIB133	 Theology of the Bible II	 3
	 JRN352	 Media Law      	 2
	 MAT203	 Euclidean Geometry	 3
	 MUS303	 Music History & Appreciation	 3
		  Track Course	 3
		  Major Elective	     3  	
			     17

Fourth Year
Fall Semester
	 BIB223	 Principles of Biblical Reasoning	 3
	 JRN470	 Off-Campus Journalism Internship	 6
	 SCI233	 Physics	 3
	 SCI231	 Physics Laboratory	 1
		  Track Course	   3  
			     16
Spring Semester	
	 JRN491	 Faith & Reason Integration Essay	 1
		  Track Course	 3
		  Major Elective	 3
		  Elective	   8  
			     15
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COURSE PREFIXES
Beginning with the 2007-2008 Catalog, Patrick Henry College 
organizes its courses using letters and numbers. The letters 
designate course content and curricular structure. The first 
number indicates the class year during which a course is taken 
(100 = freshmen, 400 = senior). The second number generally 
indicates the sequence that a course is taken. The third number 
indicates the number of credits that a student receives upon 
successful completion of the course. 
The three character prefixes are organized below according to the 
academic department that houses the content area:

Prefix	 Curricular Content and Structure
APP	 American Politics and Policy
BIB	 Biblical Studies
CLA	 Classical Liberal Arts
CPW	 Creative & Professional Writing
GOV	 Government
GRK 	 Greek
HIS	 History 
HSS	 Historical Studies
INT	 Strategic Intelligence
IPP	 International Politics and Policy
JRN	 Journalism
LAT	 Latin
LIT	 Literature
LAU	 Literature: Author
LGN	 Literature: Genre
MAT	 Math
MUS	 Music
PHI	 Philosophy
POL	 Political Theory
SCI	 Science

Questions regarding the former course numbering system can be 
directed to the Office of the Registrar by calling (540) 338-1776.

American Politics and Policy (APP)
APP303  • State & Local Government	
This course is an introduction to the structures and functions of 
state and local government in the United States. The objective 
of the course is to give the student a working knowledge of the 
institutions and operations of state and local government, a 
better understanding of the theory of federalism and its practical 
implications, and an appreciation for the comparative differences 
and similarities between the various state and local governments. 
Prerequisite: HIS103, HIS113.

APP313  • The Congress	
This course is a study of the legislative branch of the federal 
government, examining its history and development. Primary 
focus will be placed on the leadership structure in Congress and 
the committee system, and how they function to facilitate the 
legislative process. The course will also examine the Congressional 
electoral process and the interaction of the legislative branch 
with the executive branch and with the interest groups that lobby 
Congress. Prerequisite: HIS103, HIS113.

APP323  • The Presidency
This course will introduce the student to the structure and 
function of the American executive branch, the myths and 
realities of executive power, and the rhetorical environment of 
presidential politics. Students will study the executive branch 
from the theoretical, historical, and practical perspectives. Special 

attention will be given to the character of executive power in 
America, the limits placed upon that power, and the rhetorical 
devices modern presidents have used to overcome those limits. 
Attention will be given not only to the presidency but also to 
the bureaucracy, which is also a key component of the executive 
branch. Prerequisite: HIS103, HIS113.

APP353  • Campaigns & Elections
This course introduces students to campaigning and the electoral 
process as it currently functions in the United States. Topics 
include campaign management, candidate and issue promotion, 
the role of campaigns in the electoral process, election polls, 
campaign finance laws and their implications, and the relevance 
of elections to governing. Students will be required to be involved 
in campaign work as part of the requirements of the course, as 
well as attend an on-campus Leadership Institute training school 
in order to assess the differences and similarities between what the 
students have learned from a theoretical standpoint and what the 
LI people indicate actually goes on in the field. (F even years)

APP403  • Principles of Policy Analysis
An introduction to the field of policy analysis as it is currently 
practiced in the United States. The objective of the course is to 
help the student become an effective producer and consumer of 
policy analysis. Special emphasis will be placed on the role of 
social science research in the development of government policies 
and on the effective communication of policy proposals. (F)

APP413  • Ethics & Public Policy
This course will introduce students to the often-conflicting ethical 
dimensions of contemporary public policy issues. Topics of 
study will be drawn from the most current public policy debates, 
including issues such as gun control, school choice, abortion, 
health care, etc. (S alternating years)

APP423 • Education Policy & Politics
Students in this course will study the impact of relevant education 
policy-making bodies such as local school boards state and federal 
agencies of education on current issues of education policy, 
including school violence, multiculturalism, gender equity, and 
school choice, among others. (F alternating years)

APP463 • Practicum in American Politics & Policy
This course serves as one means for students to fulfill their 
apprenticeship methodology requirements. The instructor 
will select a specific issue, policy, or political topic within the 
rubric of American politics. Students will be instructed on the 
fundamentals of the topic, and then will carry out an independent 
project applying the knowledge learned. Examples may include 
(1) examining a specific area of public policy, such as criminal 
justice, with students crafting an actual policy document on an 
issue relevant to that area of public policy; (2) instruction in public 
opinion polling with students carrying out a polling project on 
a particular issue. Prerequisites:  GOV303, GOV313, GOV323, 
GOV333  (B)

APP470  • Internship in American Politics & Policy 
These credits consist of off-campus projects, internships, and/or 
employment in various fields of government and public policy. 
These experiences seek to integrate the skills learned in the 
traditional classroom setting into “real world” tasks and settings. 
All off-campus internships are graded on a pass-fail basis. (B; 
variable credit)

Biblical Studies (BIB)
BIB123 • Theology of the Bible I
This course is a study of the major doctrines of the Christian faith. 
The doctrines covered are the doctrine of God, the doctrine of 
man, and the doctrine of Christ and the Holy Spirit. Students will 
learn the intricacies of the various important doctrines, compare 
the perspectives of different denominations, and make application 
of the doctrines to life. (F)

Course Descriptions
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BIB133 • Theology of the Bible II
This course is a continuation of Theology of the Bible I. The 
doctrines covered in this portion of the class are the doctrine of 
redemption, the doctrine of the church, and the doctrine of the 
future. Students will learn the intricacies of the various important 
doctrines, compare the perspectives of different denominations, and 
make application of the doctrines to life. Prerequisite: BIB123 (S)

BIB223 • Principles of Biblical Reasoning
The purpose of this course is to equip the student to give a 
reasoned, biblical defense for the issues and concerns that our 
society, culture, and world face today. It is a unique blend of 
apologetics and Christian lifestyle characteristics necessary in 
defending biblical principles. A portion of the course is dedicated to 
workplace evangelism and how to influence the people Christians 
come in contact with on a day-by-day basis. Prerequisite: BIB123 or 
BIB133 (F)

BIB303 • The Ancient & Medieval Church
This course is a study of the history of the church starting with 
the New Testament church and ending with the medieval church. 
Key people, theological issues, and religious movements will be 
examined in order to understand how the church developed. This 
course fulfills the Topics in Biblical Studies requirement (where 
applicable). Prerequisite: Junior level standing. (S)

BIB313 • The Reformation & Post-Reformation Church
This course is a study of the history of the church starting with 
the Reformation and ending with the nineteenth-century church. 
Key people, theological issues, and religious movements will be 
examined in order to understand how the church developed. This 
course fulfills the Topics in Biblical Studies requirement (where 
applicable). Prerequisite: Junior level standing. (S)

BIB323 • Prophecy, the Millennium, & Eschatology
This course is a study of the three millennial views of the church: 
amillennialism, premillennialism, and postmillennialism. The views 
will be studied in light of Scripture and will include discussions of 
prophecy understanding the fulfillment of prophecy and relating 
prophecy to current events. This course fulfills the Topics in Biblical 
Studies requirement (where applicable). Prerequisite: Junior level 
standing. (S)

BIB353 • Messianic Prophecies in the Redemptive History 
of Israel 
The focus of the course is an investigation of key Old Testament 
passages which announce the coming of a messianic Deliverer to 
Israel and the nations. The progressive development of the identity 
and purpose of this Deliverer will be considered in light of the New 
Testament’s use and application of these OT passages. The structure 
of the course is as follows:   the history of Israel, the Old and New 
Testament messianic texts, and the history and interpretation of 
messianic texts. (V) Prerequisite:  Theology I & II. 

BIB480 • Directed Study in Biblical Studies
Directed Study is designed for students wishing to do independent 
study in a specialized area of Biblical Studies. Prerequisites: Junior 
level standing Instructor’s permission is required. (B, variable 
credit)

Classical Liberal Arts (CLA)
CLA101 • Research & Writing
Students will learn basic writing skills as well as the process of 
writing a research paper, complete with proper source citations. 
The major project is the writing of a short research paper that 
demonstrates a student’s mastery of all of the elements of the 
process. This course is a prerequisite for all courses beyond the first 
semester of the freshman year. (F)

CLA113 • Logic
Students will gain proficiency in handling rhetorical tropes and 
fallacies and be introduced to deductive reasoning. This course 
includes some symbolic logic. (F)

CLA123 • Rhetoric
The third in the trivium of language arts (core courses in critical 
thinking), rhetoric aims at teaching students to speak and to write 
the truth persuasively. To this end, students will compose and 
deliver speeches as well as analyze and evaluate important orations, 
both classical and modern, according to the classical rhetorical 
canons of invention, arrangement, and style. Prerequisites: CLA101 
and CLA113 (S)

CLA303 • Biblical Worldview & Pedagogy I
The purpose of these classes is to provide students with some of 
the foundational skills necessary for being an effective teacher. 
Topics include biblical foundations for a philosophy of teaching, 
integrating the Christian worldview into teaching, teaching various 
age groups, methods of teaching in a technological society, effective 
measures and evaluations, and the teacher as a Christian role 
model. Prerequisites: Junior level standing, admission to Classical 
Liberal Arts Major (F)

CLA313 • Biblical Worldview & Pedagogy II
The purpose of these classes is to provide students with some of 
the foundational skills necessary for being an effective teacher. 
Topics include biblical foundations for a philosophy of teaching, 
integrating the Christian worldview into teaching, teaching various 
age groups, methods of teaching in a technological society, effective 
measures and evaluations, and the teacher as a Christian role 
model. Prerequisites: Junior level standing, admission to Classical 
Liberal Arts major Prerequisites: CLA303 (S)

CLA470 • Practicum / Apprenticeship
Practicum and apprenticeship comprise 20 hours of the Classical 
Liberal Arts major. All work is supervised by Classical Liberal Arts 
faculty. Students may develop unit curricula in several disciplines 
for various grade levels. They have the opportunity to participate 
in a supervised home education setting or a classical Christian 
academy. Prerequisites: Junior level standing, admission to Classical 
Liberal Arts major (B)

CLA491 • Classical Liberal Arts Faith & Reason Integration 
Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit practicum project that students 
complete demonstrating their understanding of the integration of 
their faith with their major area of study. Prerequisite: Senior level 
standing (B)

Creative & Professional Writing (CPW)
CPW333 • Nonfiction Writing
This course is designed to introduce students to both the writing 
and marketing aspects of freelance writing. Topics covered will 
include writing devotions, testimonies, personality profiles, 
interviews, feature articles, reviews of movies/CDs/books, and 
aspects of such specialty markets as humor and travel. Students 
will learn how to discover proper markets for manuscripts, how 
to format and submit manuscripts, how to understand the basics 
of royalties and copyrights, and how to expand shorter works of 
nonfiction into possible book projects. Prerequisite: Junior level 
standing (V)	

CPW343 • Fiction Writing
This course is designed to teach students how to structure and 
write short stories and novels. Attention will be given to selecting 
a marketable genre, developing three-dimensional characters, 
establishing a setting, creating a plot and subplot for the story, 
writing realistic dialogue, mastering symbolism/flashback/back-
story concepts, and preparing all materials in proper manuscript 
format. Students will learn about copyrighting their stories, 
working with literary agents, and earning advances and royalties. 
Prerequisite: Junior level standing (V)

Economics (ECO)
ECO303 • Economics for the Citizen
This course develops an understanding of how markets work 
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and builds to a survey of political economy. A key element is the 
presentation of the “economic way of thinking” and its goal is to 
help make better sense of the world in which we live. (F)

ECO313 • Public Economics
This course builds on the analysis of markets to develop an 
institutional framework for the role of government in the 
economy. Topics will include the nature and limits of government 
actions, and its effect on market activity. The goal is to develop a 
comprehensive understanding of the processes by which resources 
are acquired and employed by the public sector and a greater 
insight to the ultimate impact of these decisions. Prerequisite: 
ECO303 (S)

ECO403 • Public Finance & Taxation
This class builds on a basic knowledge of economics and explores 
both the concepts and applications of taxation and public 
spending. General topics covered include government revenues 
and expenditures. Of particular interest are items such as taxation, 
subsidies, social security, health care, low-income assistance, 
income distribution, and the budgetary process for government 
programs and bureaus. The goal is to develop applicable 
understanding and knowledge of the short and long-term 
productive, moral, incentive, and efficiency effects of government 
spending. Prerequisites: ECO303. (V)

ECO413 • International Economics
International trade and monetary theory. International trade 
topics focus on the effects of international trade and protection on 
various sectors of the economy and on a country’s overall welfare. 
International monetary topics include balance of payments, 
exchange rates, capital movements, and international monetary 
organizations. Prerequisites: ECO303 (V).

Government (GOV)
GOV203  • Constitutional Law
This course covers the most important aspects of the United States 
Constitution, comparing current judicial interpretations with our 
Founders’ original plan for self-government. Students will study 
modern Supreme Court cases as well as the debates that shaped the 
original text of the Constitution. (F)

GOV213  • Freedom’s Foundation I
This course traces the development of the concept of freedom 
from its roots in the ancient world up to the founding of America. 
We will examine the Hebrew, Greek, and Roman roots of liberty, 
the expansion of liberty in the Middle Ages and the Reformation, 
and the broad application of liberty by the American founding 
generation. Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. 

GOV223  • Freedom’s Foundation II
A continuation of GOV213, this course takes up the traditional 
concept of liberty as understood by the American founders and 
contrasts it with various rival conceptions of “liberty.” Students 
will study the claims of the French revolutionaries, Marxism, 
American Progressivism, scientism, and nihilism, with an eye 
toward understanding contemporary American views of liberty. 
Prerequisites: GOV213

GOV303 • American Political Institutions
As part of the four required Government courses, this course 
introduces students to the basics of the following key American 
institutions:  Congress, Presidency, Courts, Political Parties, and 
Interest Groups. The purpose of this course, as it fits within the 
classical liberal arts scope and sequence is to provide students with 
the grammar of American politics so they will have a common 
foundation for engaging in the logic of upper division American 
government courses. Key themes to be addressed include the 
historical development of these institutions, their structures, and 
their role in the policy-making process. Prerequisite:  GOV203, 
GOV213, GOV223. (B)

GOV313 • Political Science Research Methods
This course introduces students to the building blocks of 
empirical research, various methods of empirical research, and 
quantitative analysis. Specific topics to be studied include the 
scientific method, research design, research questions, hypotheses, 
variables, measurement, validity, reliability, experimental design, 
non-experimental design, observation, content analysis, survey 
research, sampling, descriptive statistics, cross-tabulation, analysis 
of variance, measures of association, statistical significance, and 
regression analysis. In addition, students will learn how to use 
SPSS, an important statistical software package for performing 
quantitative analysis in political science. Prerequisite:  Math 
abilities equal to High School Algebra II. (B)

GOV323 • Comparative Politics
One of the four required Government courses, this course 
introduces students to the major concepts of the field of 
comparative politics, including the nature of the comparative 
method, the various government types evident in countries today, 
various economic systems, ideology, political culture, the state, 
power, globalization, and democratization. After discussing 
these general concepts, application is made to specific countries.  
Structured in this manner, the course grounds students in the 
grammar of comparative politics and then proceeds to logic. The 
grammar learned in this required course will be applied further 
in upper division regional studies courses. Prerequisites: HIS103, 
HIS113, HIS123, HIS133, GOV203, GOV213, GOV223. (B)

GOV333 • International Relations
This course, also one of the four required Government courses, 
introduces students to the major theories of international relations, 
the lenses of analysis through which we analyze international 
affairs, the concept of power, international law, international 
organizations, international political economy, and selected issues 
of importance in international affairs today such as human rights, 
globalization, and the environment. In addition to introducing 
students to these topics, this course provides the grammar for 
Foreign Policy:  Theory and Practice, as well as other upper 
division international politics courses. As a result, these upper 
division courses will be taught with the assumption that students 
have already learned the necessary grammar level concepts in 
the International Relations course. Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, 
HIS123, HIS133, GOV203, GOV213, GOV223. (B)

GOV452 • Model United Nations
This course instructs students in the basics of the United Nations, 
including a brief history as well as the structure and functions 
of this important international organization. In addition to 
instruction about the UN, students will be instructed about the 
country they have been assigned to represent in the National 
Model United Nations Conference in New York. Students will be 
assigned to the various committees on which their given country 
has representation, and will be required to research and submit 
position papers on the issues being addressed by the committees. 
The primary purpose of this course is to prepare the students 
for participation in the NMUN conference, and so in addition to 
substantive instruction on the UN and their assigned country, 
practical instruction in caucusing techniques and resolution 
writing, as well as the proper protocol for behavior at the NMUN 
will be covered. Prerequisite:  sophomore status. (F)

GOV462 • Moot Court
This course will introduce students to the basics of legal 
argumentation, including researching case law, preparing briefs, 
and arguing cases. In addition to being trained in these skills, the 
course will instruct students in the precedents that are relevant 
to the case being argued in Moot Court tournaments for the 
specific academic year. Students are expected to participate in a 
certain number of Moot Court tournaments, as determined by the 
instructor during the academic year in which the course is taken. 
Prerequisite:  GOV203 and/or sophomore status. (F)
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GOV480 • Topics in Politics & Policy
This course is similar to the Independent Readings course in 
that it allows students to study a topic in government that is 
not addressed in either coursework or practicum; however, the 
difference is that directed studies are either faculty initiated, or 
initiated by a group of students interested in exploring the same 
topic. As such, Topics in Politics & Policy take place within a 
classroom setting and involve multiple students. Readings and 
assignments will be determined by the instructor, and some type 
of written research project will be completed at the direction of the 
instructor. Prerequisite:  GOV303, GOV313, GOV323, GOV333 (B; 
variable credit)

GOV490 • Independent Readings
This course allows students to explore a topic that is not 
covered in existing coursework or addressed in practicum. As 
a student-initiated undertaking, individual students will make 
arrangements with a qualified instructor to study the selected 
issue topic, or political personality. Students will be required to 
complete certain readings and to perform some type of research 
project on the topic at the direction of the instructor. Independent 
Readings is a course with one-on-one instruction rather than an 
in-class course with multiple students. Prerequisite:  GOV303, 
GOV313, GOV323, GOV333  (B; variable credit)

GOV491 • Government Faith & Reason Integration Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit project that students complete 
demonstrating their understanding of the integration of their faith 
with their major area of study. Prerequisite:  senior status. (B)

GOV493 • Applied Research Senior Seminar
This course serves as a capstone course to the student’s studies 
in the Government major. It has an applied research component, 
meaning the student will select an area of interest within their 
track and carry out an original research project on that topic 
under the direct supervision of a qualified faculty member. The 
written research project should draw on the material learned 
in the student’s substantive courses and apply that knowledge 
to a specific topic. As such, the senior research seminar serves 
the rhetorical function in the classical liberal arts trivium. The 
project also includes a faith and reason integration component in 
which students are to develop and articulate a coherent, Christian 
worldview on the topic they are studying. Prerequisite:  senior 
status. (B)

Greek (GRK)
GRK113 • Attic Greek I
As an introduction to the forms and syntax of Attic Greek, 
this course concentrates on learning the noun and adjective 
declensions as well as the challenging Greek verb. (F)

GRK123 • Attic Greek II
CLL 123 is a continuation of the beginning Greek course, 
completing the introduction to all grammatical elements of Attic, 
and gaining some practice in translating. Prerequisite: GRK113 (S)

GRK213 • Attic Greek III
This course begins with a review of the elements of grammar and 
syntax learned in the first two semesters of Attic Greek. Students 
will then read selections from a 5th or 4th century Attic author such 
as Xenophon, Thucydides or Plato and selections from Homer’s 
Iliad or Odyssey. The course will also require students to hand in 
regular composition assignments. Prerequisite: GRK123 (F)

GRK223 • New Testament Greek	
This course is an introduction to koine Greek. Students will read 
portions of one gospel and portions of a Pauline epistle. The course 
will focus on the nuances of interpretation possible through an 
understanding of the Greek original. Furthermore, students will 
be expected to appreciate the differences between Classical and 
New Testament Greek syntax. In addition, regular composition 
assignments will be handed in. Prerequisite: GRK213 (S)

GRK303 • Plato’s Socratic Dialogues 
By reading Euthyphro, Crito, and portions of the Republic, 
students will both strengthen their grasp of Attic Greek and learn 
the Socratic method of elenchus. Important topics of discussion 
drawn from the dialogues will include the nature of inspiration 
and piety and the question of civil disobedience. A major term 
paper will be required. Prerequisite: GRK213 (V)

GRK343 • Homer’s Illiad
Students will read several books of the Iliad. The emphasis will be 
placed on rapid translation, confidence in scanning the dactylic 
hexameter, and the work’s relationship to subsequent western 
literature. Weekly Attic Greek composition assignments will be 
handed in. A major term paper will be required. Prerequisite:  
GRK213 (V).

GRK353 • Thucydides
Students will read selections from Thucydides’ Historiae I. The 
notorious speeches, however, will be avoided. Emphasis will 
be placed on Thucydides’ relationship to subsequent Greek and 
Roman historiography. Weekly Attic Greek compositions will be 
required as well as a major term paper. Prerequisite: GRK213 (V)

GRK423 • Classical Mythology 
In this class students will survey the entire spectrum of classical 
mythology. The course is divided into three main sections: 1) 
origins and interpretation of myth: 2) the Olympian gods; 3) 
heroes. In order to see the mythical world in action, students will 
be expected to read a number of primary sources, such as Hesiod’s 
Theogony, Works and Days, and a number of Greek tragedies.
Special attention will naturally be focused on a Christian response 
and interpretation of these myths. (V)

History (HIS)
HIS103 • History of the United States I
This course deals with the recurring political, economic, 
intellectual, diplomatic, and social themes in the history of the 
United States, from colonial times through the Civil War, with an 
emphasis on the origins of American liberty. (F)

HIS113 • History of the United States II
This course deals with the recurring political, economic, 
intellectual, diplomatic, and social themes in the history of the 
United States from 1865 until the present. (S)

HIS123 • History of Western Civilization I
This course deals with the recurring political, economic, 
intellectual, diplomatic, and social themes in the history of the 
Western world from the time of the ancient Greeks until the 
middle of the seventeenth century. (F)

HIS133 • History of Western Civilization II
This course deals with the recurring political, economic, 
intellectual, diplomatic, and social themes in the history of the 
Western world from the middle of the seventeenth century until 
the present. (S)

HIS303 • Twentieth-Century Europe
This course examines European political, diplomatic, intellectual, 
and economic trends from World War I until the end of the 
twentieth century. This course fulfills the Topics in History 
requirement (where applicable). Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, 
HIS123, HIS133. Junior level standing (F)

HIS313 • Age of Revolution
This course is a study of revolution from the eighteenth century 
through the twentieth century. The French Revolution, American 
Revolution, and Russian Revolution will be emphasized. 
This course fulfills the Topics in History requirement (where 
applicable).  Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. Junior 
level standing (F) 

HIS323 • Biography as History
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This course views history through the eyes of the biographer 
with an emphasis on the period between 1700 and the present. 
This course fulfills the Topics in History requirement (where 
applicable). Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. Junior 
level standing (F)

HIS353 • Messianic Prophecy in the Redemptive History 
of Israel
Cross-listed BIB353.

HIS372  •  Journalism History 
Cross-listed JRN302.

HIS373 • Historical Research
This course concentrates on the process of historical research with 
particular attention to research methodology and preparation of 
a research paper using primary source material. Prerequisites: 
HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. Junior level standing (F)

HIS383 • Historiography
This course is a survey of the historiographical literature from 
ancient times through the twentieth century. Prerequisites: HIS103, 
HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. Junior level standing (S)

HIS470 • Internship in History
Internships hours may be earned at museums or archives. Credits 
are applied to elective hours and are pass/fail. Prerequisites: 
HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133.   Junior level standing (V; 
variable credit)

HIS480 • Directed Study in History
Directed Study is designed for History majors to do independent 
study in a specialized area of the discipline. Prerequisites: HIS103, 
HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. Junior level standing. Instructor’s 
permission is required. (B; variable credit)

HIS490 • Directed Research & Writing
Directed Research and Writing is a project done during a 
History major’s last semester. The student completes a major 
research paper under the direction of a History faculty member. 
Prerequisites: HIS373, HIS383. Senior level standing (B; variable 
credit)

HIS491 • History Faith & Reason Integration Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit Directed Research and 
Writing project that students complete demonstrating their 
understanding of the integration of their faith with their major 
area of study. Prerequisite: Senior level standing (B)

Historical Studies (HSS)
HSS233 • Civil War Era
This course is an examination of the primary events and 
controversies that led to the American Civil War, the significant 
battles and political decisions during the course of the war, and 
its effects on later American history. An emphasis also will be 
given to the political thought and writings of Abraham Lincoln. 
Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113 (V).

HSS273 • Middle-Ages
This course will examine political, economic, intellectual, 
religious, and social aspects of medieval civilization from 
the decline of the Roman Empire to the fifteenth century. 
Prerequisites: HIS123, HIS133 (V)

HSS303 • History of Islam
This course will examine the background, origins, and 
development of Islam from the birth of Mohammed in 570 A.D. 
to the present day. It will look closely at Mohammed’s life, the 
content of the Koran and the haddiths, early Islamic expansion, 
the concept of jihad and dhimmi, classical Islamic culture, 
and the spread of Islam to non-Arab parts of the world. It will 
cover the development of sharia and the four main Islamic 
legal systems. Reform efforts within Islam will be discussed, as 
well as the emergence of radical movements like Wahabbism, 
Shiite radicalism, and Islamofascist movements like El Qaeda. 

Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. (V)

HSS313 • United States in the Twentieth Century
This course examines American history from the McKinley 
presidency until the end of the twentieth century with an 
emphasis on the most significant intellectual, diplomatic, and 
political events of the period. Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, 
HIS123, HIS133. (V)

HSS353 • Renaissance and Reformation
This course will examine political, economic, intellectual, 
religious, and social aspects of the Renaissance from the birth 
of Humanism in Italy to its transmission across Europe, and of 
the Reformation of the sixteenth century. Prerequisites: HIS 123, 
HIS133 (V)

HSS373 • Nineteenth Century Europe
This course examines political, diplomatic, economic, and social 
developments from Napoleonic Europe until the turn of the 
twentieth century. Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, HIS123, HIS133. 
(V)

HSS413 • Modern Chinese History
An introductory course on the history of modern China. The 
course will show how the traditional, imperial structure of 
Chinese government and society in the 19th century collapsed 
under the combined pressures of internal decay and the demands 
of an expanding West, and how a brief flowering of intellectual 
liberalism succumbed in the early 20th century to the claims and 
demands of Marxism-Leninism. China’s suffering under Japanese 
occupation and the subsequent civil war will be examined, along 
with Communism’s evolution from totalitarian socialism in 
the 1950’s to authoritarian capitalism, and later to great power 
nationalism in the 21st century. Prerequisites: HIS103, HIS113, 
HIS123, HIS133.  (V)

HSS423 • Modern Middle East
This course will examine the diplomatic, social, cultural, and 
religious history of the Middle East region from approximately 
1800 to the present day. The student will learn how several 
different phenomena have impacted the region in a special way: 
Islam, the decline and fall of the Ottoman Empire, the impact of 
diplomatic struggles among the great powers as a result of World 
War I, the rise of modern Zionism, the rise and decline of secular 
nationalism, and pan-Arabism.  (V)

HSS433 • History of Modern Russia
An introductory course on the history of modern Russia. The 
course begins with the reign of Catherine the Great (1762-1796) 
and the formation of the Russian Empire. It then covers Russia’s 
tentative flirtation with liberalism and reform under various tsars 
and the emergence of hardcore radicalism from Bakunin to Lenin. 
In the twentieth century, Russia will be seen emerging as a global 
superpower after the 1917 revolution and the rise of Stalin, then 
shrinking once more after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
and finally emerging once more under Putin as a nation with 
global great power aspirations. Prerequisites: HIS123, HIS133. (V)

Strategic Intelligence (INT)
INT303 • History of American Intelligence
This course provides an understanding of the role intelligence 
plays in U.S. foreign policy and examines the various intelligence 
disciplines with attention to the strengths and weaknesses of each. 
The course also explores the history of American intelligence, 
causes of intelligence failures, and the need for adequate 
oversight. Prerequisite: Admission to the Strategic Intelligence 
program. (F)

INT313 • Intelligence, Research, & Analysis 
An introduction to the standard research and analytical tools, 
techniques, and theories of the intelligence community. Topics 
include interdiction and warnings, predictive analysis, association 
matrices, estimated intelligence, and data visualization. 
Prerequisite: INT303 (S)
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INT323 • Intelligence, Law Enforcement, and Civil 
Liberties
This course will present an overview of the principles of our 
US constitutional democracy and the intersection of those 
principles with domestic and international national security 
issues. Particular emphasis will be placed on domestic intelligence 
activities and how those relate to the civil liberties of private 
citizens. Prerequisite: INT303 (S)

INT363 • Counterintelligence
Students will learn the history and fundamentals of American 
counterintelligence activities. Attention will be given to significant 
successes and failures of counter-intelligence, to policy, practice, 
and organization, and to future counter-intelligence challenges 
and needs with special emphasis on counterterrorism activities. 
Prerequisite: INT303 (F)

INT373 • Counterterrorism
Terrorism and counterterrorism will be studied including various 
forms of political violence--assassination, ethnic conflict, and 
guerrilla war, but with emphasis on terrorism. Terror in the name 
of God from a Christian, Islamic, and Judaic point of view will 
be explored. The Christian Just War principles will be examined 
as they apply to fighting terrorism. The purpose of the course is 
to help students develop a better understanding of the nature of 
terrorism, the variety of terrorist motivations, and the means by 
which governments have attempted to deal with the problem. 
Prerequisite: INT303 (F)

INT460 • Special Projects in Strategic Intelligence
These credits consist of individualized projects in the fields of 
security studies and strategic intelligence. These experiences 
seek to integrate the skills learned in the traditional classroom 
setting into vocational tasks. Students collect, analyze, and report 
on data under the supervision of a faculty member or outside 
mentor/practitioner. Typical experiences include Border Security 
Alert, where a team of PHC students generate a weekly index of 
summarized open source articles about security incidents along 
the US border, and Red Cell, where a team of PHC students 
generate simulated terrorist plans for attacking a strategic US 
transportation hub and possible response strategies for defending 
against such attacks. Prerequisite: INT303 (V)

INT470 • Internship in Strategic Intelligence
These credits consist of off-campus projects, internships, and/or 
employment in the various fields of government and public 
policy. These experiences seek to integrate the skills learned in 
the traditional classroom setting into “real world” tasks and 
settings. All off-campus internships are graded on a pass-fail basis. 
Prerequisite: INT303 (B)

INT491 • Strategic Intelligence Faith & Reason Integration 
Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit Directed Research and 
Writing project that students complete, demonstrating their 
understanding of the integration of their faith with their major 
area of study. Prerequisite: Senior level standing, INT303 (B)

International Politics and Policy (IPP)
IPP303 • Foreign Policy: Theory and Practice
A theoretical as well as practical course based on the study 
of political philosophy, modern theory, and historical and 
contemporary case studies, to provide students with an 
understanding of international relations (international security 
as well as international political economy) and the impact of 
international politics on the sovereignty of nation-states. The 
principles, ideas, and practicalities that have influenced foreign 
policy makers are examined, with special attention paid to US 
foreign policy. Prerequisite: GOV333 (S)

IPP403 • Ethics & International Relations
This course is an advanced and in-depth theoretical and practical 

study of the role ethics and morality play in international relations 
and foreign policy. Students delve more deeply into and learn 
the application of international law and ethics to various topics. 
Prerequisite: GOV333 (F)

IPP413 • Latin American Politics
This course is designed to introduce students to the major 
political, economic, social, and cultural issues that characterize 
the region, and the historical factors that gave rise to the current 
economic problems and struggles between democratic and non-
democratic forces. There is a use of several countries as case 
studies, with Mexico as a key case study because of its proximity 
to the United States. Prerequisite: GOV323 (V)

IPP423 • European Politics
This course examines the governments of key European countries, 
including Great Britain, France, Germany, and Russia; focusing on 
history, geography, economics, and culture as each has influenced 
the building of the political system of each country. In addition, 
significant consideration is given to the politics of the European 
Union, including its governing structures, its economic structures, 
and its cultural implications. Prerequisite: GOV323  (F)

IPP433 • Politics of Developing Nations
A study of the politics as well as the economics of developing 
nations in general and with reference to specific cases. In addition 
to determining what it means for a nation to be underdeveloped, 
students will also learn what various experts say causes nations 
to be underdeveloped. Several case studies from Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America provide examples. There will be special focus 
on the roles that economics and religion, especially Islam and 
Christianity, play. Prerequisite: GOV323 (V)

IPP463 • Practicum in International Politics and Policy 
This course serves as one means for students to fulfill their 
apprenticeship methodology requirements. The instructor will 
select a specific topic within the disciplines of International 
Relations or Comparative Politics. Students will be instructed 
on the fundamentals of the topic, and then will carry out an 
independent project applying the knowledge learned. Examples 
may include (1) examining an issue of importance in international 
affairs such as human rights and constructing a policy document 
outlining how the US government should deal with the issue; 
(2) examining a regional body such as the European Union, 
Organization of American States, ASEAN, etc. and crafting a series 
of advocacy papers in favor of or in opposition to various policies 
being considered by the regional body. Prerequisite:  GOV303, 
GOV313, GOV323, GOV333 (B)

IPP470 • Internship in International Politics & Policy 
These credits consist of off-campus projects, internships, and/or 
employment in various fields of government and public policy. 
These experiences seek to integrate the skills learned in the 
traditional classroom setting into “real world” tasks and settings. 
All off-campus internships are graded on a pass-fail basis. (B; 
variable credit)

Journalism (JRN)
JRN103 • Journalism I
This course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental 
skills of print journalism—how to find, report, and write hard 
news and feature stories—and to help them begin to apply a 
biblical worldview to the practice of journalism. The students 
will practice basic journalism skills and consider why people 
read news in the first place, how acknowledging the truth of 
Christianity affects the practice of journalism, and how the role in 
society of a Christian journalist changes with the context in which 
he is writing. (F)

JRN113 • Journalism II
This course will introduce the student to some of the subcategories 
of news writing—such as profiles, spot news, and columns--while 
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continuing to help students develop a biblical view of the role of 
a journalist in society and professional competency in the basic 
journalistic skills. To this end, students will find, report, and write 
publishable news stories for the Patrick Henry Herald and local 
markets. Students will also study how news media interact with 
and help shape contemporary culture and politics. Prerequisites: 
JRN103 (S)

JRN212 • Print Media Graphics
All journalism majors must take either this course or Radio 
Journalism concurrently with JRN253. The primary purpose of this 
course is to introduce Adobe design and photo editing software 
and the basic principles of news media layout and design. 
Students in this class who are enrolled concurrently in JRN253, 
Student Publications Internship, will be assigned a position on 
the Herald or the Source. This course is open to all students, but 
journalism majors will be given preference if enrolment exceeds 
classroom capacity. Prerequisites: JRN103, JRN113 (F)

JRN222 • Radio Journalism 
All journalism majors must take either this course or Print Media 
Graphics concurrently with JRN253. This course is designed to 
introduce students to the basic principles and skills of radio/
audio journalism production. It will also allow students to 
practice producing radio/audio news stories using PHC’s sound 
equipment and software. Students in this class who are enrolled 
concurrently in JRN253, Student Publications Internship will be 
assigned a position on the Soundboard. This course is open to 
all students, but journalism majors will be given preference if 
enrolment exceeds classroom capacity. (F)

JRN253 • Student Publication Internship I
This is a required course for journalism majors. The purpose is 
to provide students with experience in producing a weekly or bi-
weekly student newspaper (Patrick Henry Herald), magazine (The 
Source) or radio show (Soundboard) under the supervision of a 
qualified instructor. Students will have the opportunity to request 
specific positions (editor, associate editor, copy editor, etc.) for the 
different publications. Students on the Herald or the Source will be 
enrolled concurrently in JRN212: Print Media Graphics; students 
on the Soundboard will be enrolled concurrently in JRN222: Radio 
Journalism. Prerequisites: JRN113 (F).

JRN263 • Student Publication Internship II
This is a required course for journalism majors. The purpose is 
to provide students with experience in producing a weekly or bi-
weekly student newspaper (Patrick Henry Herald), magazine (The 
Source) or radio show (Soundboard) under the supervision of a 
qualified instructor. Students will have the opportunity to request 
specific positions (editor, associate editor, copy editor, etc.) for the 
different publications. Prerequisite: JRN113 (S).

JRN302 • Journalism History
To help students gain a sense of where journalism is now, this 
course will introduce them to the major periods in journalism 
history, particularly the Christian roots of American journalism. 
Students will also see the opportunities that exist in journalism 
today by seeing how past generations of journalists created 
new and influential media institutions. This class will also focus 
on how journalists’ worldviews affected their journalism, and 
consider the relationships between worldviews, reporters, and 
culture. (F)

JRN332 • Web-based Journalism & Design
This course, a journalism major elective, is designed to introduce 
students to the basic principles and skills of online journalism 
and web-page design and production. It will cover topics such as 
HTML programming, writing for the web, and website design, 
and introduce students to website design software. This course 
is open to all students, but journalism majors will be given 
preference if enrolment exceeds classroom capacity. (V).

JRN342 • Narrative Non-fiction
This course, a journalism major elective, will help students 
understand and apply literary techniques in writing long, 
narrative journalism. Students will read widely from the work of 
some of the most significant and influential journalists (primarily 
American) to employ the narrative form in the last two hundred 
years, from Daniel DeFoe through Jack London, George Orwell, 
Tom Wolfe to today’s Gary Smith. Students will also produce two 
well-researched and constructed narrative articles. This course is 
designed for journalism majors but is open to all students. (V).

JRN352 • Media Law
This course will introduce students to the basic legal issues of 
everyday journalistic practice, such as libel, defamation, and fair 
comment, focusing on print media. It will also discuss the history 
of the development of the concept of “freedom of the press” and 
the First Amendment, as well as contemporary legal cases relating 
to press freedom. (S)

JRN403 • Political Journalism	
This course provides an overview of the relationship between 
democracy and journalism from both a theoretical and historical 
perspective. In the process, students will read extensively from 
some of the most talented and influential American political 
journalists. Topics include coverage of campaigns, coverage of 
policy, coverage of religion and politics, polemicism, and others. 
This course has a variety of assignment options and is suitable for 
non-journalism majors. Prerequisite: Junior level standing. 

JRN470 • Off-Campus Journalism Internship 
All journalism majors are required to complete at least six credit 
hours of JRN70, but may complete more in fulfilling their program 
requirements. The purpose of the course is to give students 
experience applying in a real-world context the skills and concepts 
learned in Journalism I and II and in their Student Publications 
Internships. Students are responsible for obtaining their own 
positions, and should seek positions consistent with their career 
goals. Off-campus internships are graded on a pass/fail basis. 
Prerequisites: JRN103, JRN113.
Note: Students should normally complete JRN253 and JRN263, Student 
Publications Internships, before seeking an off-campus position; however, 
those who have been offered an appropriate off-campus internship 
opportunity may seek approval from the journalism professor to complete 
it before or concurrent with enrolment in JRN470. Variable Credit.

JRN480 • Freelance Journalism Internship
The purpose of this course, a journalism major elective, is to give 
students experience in finding, reporting and writing articles 
and/or op-ed pieces, and then selling their work in appropriate 
freelance markets. Students will meet regularly with the professor 
for guidance and progress updates. Prerequisites: JRN103/113, 
JRN253/263. (3 or 6 credits)

JRN491 • Journalism Faith & Reason Integration Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit Directed Research and 
Writing project that students complete demonstrating their 
understanding of the integration of their faith with their major 
area of study. Prerequisite: Senior level standing (B)

Latin (LAT)
LAT113 • Latin I	
LAT113 is an introduction to the language, culture, and literature 
of Rome. Students will begin by learning the forms and syntax 
of Classical Latin, as well as by developing accuracy in Latin to 
English translation. (F)

LAT123 • Latin II	
This course completes the mastery of grammatical elements begun 
in LAT113. At the end of the course, students will be able to read 
primary Latin texts with the aid of a dictionary and grammar. 
Prerequisite: LAT113 (S)
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LAT213 • Latin III
In this course, students will further strengthen their reading 
skills by focusing on prose and poetry. Selections are routinely 
made from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Livy’s Ab Urbe Condita and 
Cicero’s Verrine Orations. Scansion of dactylic hexameter will be 
emphasized for Ovid. Weekly composition assignments will be 
required. Prerequisite: LAT213 (F)

LAT223 • Latin IV
Students will read selections from Virgil’s Aeneid VI and Tacitus’ 
Annales I. Further emphasis will be placed on learning the 
scansion of dactylic hexameter by the completion of weekly 
scansion assignments. Additionally, students will be required to 
submit weekly composition assignments. A final composition 
assignment will be required. Prerequisite: LAT213 (S)

LAT303 • Readings in Roman History
By reading the significant authors of Roman historiography, 
including Sallust, Caesar, Livy, and Tacitus, students will gain 
competence in translating complex prose passages. Emphasis will 
be placed on the history of the conflict between the republican 
form of government and the principate established by Augustus. 
Prerequisite: LAT223 (V)

LAT313 • Plautus on Stage
During the first half of this course, five plays of the great 2nd 
century B.C. Roman comedian Plautus will be read in translation 
(as well as selections in Latin). Discussion will focus on the moral 
and literary elements of Plautus’ characters and storylines and the 
difficulties of staging. The second half will involve rehearsal and 
set design for the production of one of these plays (to be chosen by 
the class). Prerequisite: LAT223. (V)

LAT413 • Roman Civilization
Students will study Roman history from the city’s legendary 
origins to the fall of the Roman imperial west in the 5th century. 
While emphasis will be placed on mastering the general 
chronology and structure of Roman history, students will also 
focus on specific theme and topics of Roman history. Special 
emphasis will be placed on the role and position of Judaism and 
early Christianity in the Roman Empire. A major term paper will 
be required.

Literature (LIT)
LIT193 • Western Literature I
This course will deal with representative masterpieces of the 
Classical Era, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance. Literary 
accomplishments will be placed in the context of the culture and 
intellectual history of each age. (S)

LIT203 • Western Literature II
This course will deal with representative masterpieces of 
Neoclassicism, Romanticism, Nineteenth-Century Realism and 
Naturalism and the Modern Age. Prerequisite: LIT193 (F)

LIT303 • Literary Theory & Criticism
This course focuses on the history of literary theory and criticism, 
from Plato to Susan Sontag. Students study the various theoretical 
and critical approaches widely used today and develop a 
constructive Christian critique and alternative. This course 
fulfills the Topics in Literature requirement (where applicable). 
Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203, Junior level standing. (S)

LIT363 • American Literature
Masterworks of American literature from the earliest beginnings 
to the late twentieth-century. There is an emphasis on both 
creative and critical writing. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LIT373 • English Literature Seminar I
Masterworks of the Middle Ages, the sixteenth century, the 
seventeenth century, the Restoration, and the eighteenth century 
will be studied. There is an emphasis on both creative and critical 
writing. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203, Junior level standing (F)

LIT383 • English Literature Seminar II
Masterworks of the Romantic Period, the Victorian Age, and the 
twentieth century will be studied. There is an emphasis on both 
creative and critical writing. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203, Junior 
level standing (S)

LIT393 • Linguistics
This course begins with the history of the English language, 
then covers philology, semiotics, and the foundational principles 
of linguistics as they relate to a serious study of literature. 
Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LIT403 • Medieval Literature
This course provides an overview of English literature of the 
Middle Ages, along with some of its continental roots.  Authors 
studied include Boethius, Dante, Chaucer, Gower, Langland, the 
Pearl poet, and Malory, along with various Arthurian source texts, 
among others. The course highlights both the religious/devotional 
strain of medieval literature, as well as the romance tradition. 
Genre issues such as allegory, exemplum, chivalric romance, and 
dream vision will be discussed. Special emphasis is placed on the 
role of accepted sources in literary production in the Middle Ages, 
that is, the importance of auctoritas for the writer.  Prerequisites: 
LIT193, LIT203.

LIT413 • Russian Literature
Russia’s greatest writers, from Pushkin to Solzhenitsyn, are 
introduced. There is at least one major novel of Tolstoy or 
Dostoevsky. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LIT423 • Classical Mythology
Cross-listed GRK423.

LIT433 • Major Christian Authors

LIT443 • Worldview in Literature
Six majors novels presenting six major worldviews as they have 
unfolded in the West, from Christian theism to the New Age are 
examined. Prerequisites:  LIT193, LIT203.

LIT480 • Directed Study in Literature
Directed Study is designed for Literature Majors to do 
independent study in a specified area of literature. Prerequisites: 
LIT193, LIT203 LIT373, Junior level standing. Instructor’s 
permission is required. (B)

LIT490 • Directed Research & Writing
Directed Research and Writing may be done as one 8-credit project 
or a series of smaller writing projects. Prerequisites: LIT373, 
LIT383, Junior level standing (B)

LIT491 • Literature Faith & Reason Integration Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit Directed Research and 
Writing project that students complete demonstrating their 
understanding of the integration of their faith with their major 
area of study. Prerequisite: Senior level standing (B)

Literature: Author (LAU)
Courses with the LAU prefix fulfill the Major Author requirement 
within the Literature Major.
LAU333 • Shakespeare	
This major author course covers selected comedies, histories, and 
tragedies of the greatest of English writers. Students also will 
read some of his non-dramatic poetry, and act out scenes from his 
plays. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LAU343 • Milton
This second major author course looks at the complete poems 
and major prose of the most learned of English writers. There is 
an emphasis on both creative and critical writing. Prerequisites: 
LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LAU353 • Chaucer
This course includes an introduction to Middle English. All of The 
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Canterbury Tales and several of Chaucer’s minor works are read. 
Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LAU363 • Selected Works of Charles Dickens
Several novels make up the heart of this major author course, but 
students also read a full length biography. Prerequisites: LIT193, 
LIT203 (V)

Literature: Genre (LGN)
Courses with LGN prefix fulfill the Genre requirement within the 
Literature Major.
 LGN333 • Poetry
A genre course, this course concentrates on the importance 
of poetry as the central literary genre. The elements of poetry 
(imagery, figurative language, allusion, and metrics) are examined. 
There is an emphasis on analysis, dramatic reading, and writing of 
poetry. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LGN343 • The Novel
This course looks at the rise of the novel. The elements of 
fiction (structure, characterization, point of view, symbol and 
irony) are studied. The course includes careful study of several 
representative novels. There is an emphasis on both creative and 
critical writing. Prerequisites: LIT193, LIT203 (V)

LGN353 • Drama/Screenwriting
The history and elements of drama, realistic and nonrealistic 
drama, tragedy and comedy, as well as a look at film as a major 
contemporary form of drama, are emphasized. Prerequisites: 
LIT193, LIT203 (V)

Math (MAT)
MAT113 • College Algebra & Trigonometry
This course reviews what is needed for basic physics. The 
first part of the course covers the concepts of elementary and 
intermediate algebra, including the properties of real numbers, 
exponents and radicals, polynomials, solving linear and quadratic 
equations and linear inequalities, and graphical representation of 
data in the Cartesian plane. The second part of the course covers 
the concept of a function, including graphs of functions and the 
inverse of a function, and specific categories of functions, such 
as linear functions, polynomial and rational functions, and the 
trigonometric functions. (V)

MAT203 • Euclidean Geometry
This course covers basic concepts of geometry and principles of 
logical and geometric reasoning. The concepts studied include line 
and angle relationships, parallel lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, 
circles, and polygons. Concepts of geometric reasoning such as 
constructions, postulates, theorems, and corollaries are examined. 
Principles of logical reasoning such as truth tables and arguments 
are presented. Selected persons and concepts important in the 
history of mathematics are briefly presented periodically during 
the course. (S)

Music (MUS)
MUS101 • College Chorale
The College Chorale is a voice ensemble devoted to the rehearsal 
and performance of sacred music for mixed voices. (B)

MUS141 • Beginning Piano
Weekly private lessons teach repertoire, sight-reading, technique, 
style, and theory at the beginner level. Diligent practicing is 
expected. There will be opportunities to perform in group piano 
classes and recitals. (B)

MUS151 • Intermediate Piano
Weekly private lessons teach repertoire, sight-reading, technique, 
style, and theory at the intermediate level. Diligent practicing is 
expected. There will be opportunities to perform in group piano 
classes and recitals. (B)

MUS161 • Advanced Piano
Weekly private lessons teach repertoire, sight-reading, technique, 
style, and theory at the advanced level. Diligent practicing is 
expected. There will be opportunities to perform in group piano 
classes and recitals. (B)

MUS201 • Orchestra
Orchestra is an instrumental ensemble for rehearsal and 
performance.

MUS303 • Music History & Appreciation	
This course exposes students to the greatest musical masterpieces 
of the past millennium and gives them sufficient music theory 
and historical analysis to inspire their appreciation of these 
masterpieces. (S)

Philosophy (PHI)
PHI203 • Philosophy
This course examines the principal ethical thinkers of Western 
philosophy, beginning with Plato and Aristotle and continuing 
through St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Immanuel Kant, and 
Soren Kierkegaard. Various points of similarity and difference 
between these philosophers and biblical pattern for moral living 
will be examined closely. Prerequisite: CLA113 (S)

PHI303 • Metaphysics
This course examines contemporary arguments about perennial 
topics such as being, substance, soul, good, truth, knowledge, 
identity, time, and creation. In light of these arguments, we will 
examine recent disputes about the Resurrection, salvation, and 
the Trinity. Our principal text will be Moreland and Craig’s 
Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview. This course 
fulfills the Topics in Philosophy requirement (where applicable). 
Prerequisites: PHI203, Junior level standing (F)

PHI353 • Philosophy of Plato & Aristotle
This course introduces students to Platonic and Aristotelian 
philosophy. Students will read and engage in their own critical 
evaluation of important Platonic and Aristotelian arguments. The 
goal of this course is for each student to be able to explain the 
fundamental agreements and disagreements between Platonism 
and Aristotelianism as well as the foundational differences 
between these classical pagan positions and later classical 
Christian and modern philosophies. Prerequisite: PHI203 (V)

PHI363 • Medieval Philosophy
This course examines important figures of the medieval period, 
with focused attention on Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Key 
inquiries of the philosophies of faith, still relevant to us today, 
examine the relation between faith and reason, theology and 
philosophy, free will, language, the soul, and God. Prerequisite: 
PHI203 (V)

Political Theory (POL)
POL313 • Ancient and Medieval Political Theory
This course will examine some of the principal works in Western 
political thought from its inception through the medieval period. 
Writers such as Homer, Sophocles, Thucydides, Plato, Aristotle, 
Cicero, Augustine, and Aquinas will be studied. Special attention 
will be paid to the continuities and discontinuities between pre-
Christian and Christian thinkers. Prerequisites: PHI203, GOV213, 
and GOV223.

POL333 • Modern and Contemporary Political Theory
This course will examine the shift from the classical and medieval 
approach to politics to the modern view of the state. Thinkers such 
as Bacon, Hobbes, Locke, Hegel, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Voegelin, 
and Arendt will be considered. Prerequisites: PHI203, GOV213, 
and GOV223.

POL353 • American Political Thought
This class will trace the development of American Political 
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Thought from the Founding period to modern times. In so doing, 
this course will track the development of liberty, freedom, and 
natural rights in the American context with emphasis on those 
like Locke, Montesquieu, Sydney, Wilson, Calhoun, Jefferson, 
Madison, Adams, Lincoln, Jaffa, and Strauss. Prerequisites: 
PHI203, GOV213, and GOV223.

POL373 • Conservative Political Theory
This course will consist of an investigation of the seminal 
works of modern conservatism. Thinkers such as Burke, Kirk, 
Weaver, Nisbet, Röpke, and Jouvenal will be considered. Special 
attention will be paid to the idea of conservatism in the context 
of contemporary America. Prerequisites: PHI203, GOV213, and 
GOV223.

POL423 • Applied Research in Political Theory: Christian 
Political Thought
This course will compare and contrast the political writings of 
various Christian traditions, including Reformed, Catholic, and 
Anabaptist, with an emphasis on modern developments. Thinkers 
such as Luther, Calvin, Kuyper, Maritain, Simon, and Yoder will 
be considered. Prerequisites: PHI203, GOV213, and GOV223. (F 
alternating years)

POL433 • Applied Research in Political Theory: 
Democracy’s Prospects & Challenges
This course will consider the theory of modern democracy as 
it is manifested in a variety of settings. Ideas of rights, equality, 
voluntary associations, and markets will be considered. Special 
attention will be paid to attempts to stimulate democratic 
movements in traditionally nondemocratic contexts. Prerequisites: 
PHI203, GOV213, and GOV223. (S alternating years)

POL463 • Applied Research in Political Theory: (topics 
vary)
Small groups of student will meet regularly with the instructor 
to read, discuss, and write on seminal texts or issues in political 
theory. Students will take an active part in leading discussions 
and presenting papers. These courses will explore the theoretical 
aspects of a particular text or issue and seek to extend these 
theoretical insights in concrete directions. Prerequisite:  
completion of the required Government courses. (B)

POL470 • Internship in Political Theory
These credits consist of off-campus projects, internships, and/or 
employment in the various fields of government and public 
policy. These experiences seek to integrate the skills learned in the 
traditional classroom setting into “real world” tasks and settings. 
All off-campus internships are graded on a pass-fail basis. (B; 
variable credit)

POL491 • Political Theory Faith & Reason Integration 
Essay
The integration essay is a one-credit Directed Research and 
Writing project that students complete, demonstrating their 
understanding of the integration of their faith with their major 
area of study. Prerequisite: Senior level standing (B)

POL492 • Political Theory Senior Thesis Preparation
Typically completed in the fall of the senior year, this course 
provides guidance in developing a manageable topic and thesis 
statement, constructing a bibliography, and developing an outline 
of the senior thesis project Prerequisite:  senior status (F).

POL496 • Senior Thesis in Political Theory 
This course is typically completed in the spring of the senior 
year. In consultation with the instructor, student will continue the 
research begun in the Senior Thesis Preparation Course. Students 
will focus primarily on writing the thesis Prerequisite: senior 
status (S).

Science (SCI)
SCI221 • Biology Laboratory
This lab introduces the scientific method and biological 
techniques. It includes a broad range of topics, such as 
biochemistry, cell biology, plant and animal anatomy, and genetics. 
(B)

SCI223 • Biology
This course covers the molecular foundations of biology, the 
biology of the cell, molecular and classical genetics, the origin 
of life, the relationship between organisms, a brief survey of the 
kingdoms, and selected mammalian organ systems. Students will 
learn the basic concepts in biology that serve as a foundation for 
understanding and interpreting observations about the natural 
world. (B)

SCI231 • Physics Laboratory
Physics Laboratory is an opportunity to connect the abstract 
concepts of the theory presented in lecture to the “real world” 
of experimentation and equipment. This connection between 
theory and experiment is an absolutely crucial aspect of modern 
science. It acts as an internal “accountability check” within the 
discipline of physics. Theory can be as broad as the mind of man 
can conceive.
Experimentation forces theorists to remain in the realm of what 
can be “objectively verified” in the lab. Theorists take the data 
developed through careful experimentation and seek to connect 
it to many other, often seemingly unrelated, observations. This 
course will introduce students to the problems inherent in 
collecting and evaluating experimental data. It will highlight the 
handling of experimental errors and statistical evaluation of data.

SCI233 • Physics
Physics is the most fundamental of all the physical sciences. It 
seeks to understand the forces that determine how our world 
“works.” This course will introduce students to the classical 
physics topics of Newtonian mechanics and electricity/magnetism 
as well as the modern physics topics of relativity and quantum 
physics. An extremely useful tool in physics is mathematics, 
and this course will strengthen and build upon students’ 
existing familiarity with algebra and trigonometry. Prerequisite: 
proficiency in algebra and trigonometry (B)

SCI403 • Molecular Nutrition
This course covers topics such as metabolism of the 
macronutrients (carbohydrates, fats, and proteins), functions 
of vitamins and minerals, the use of energy at rest and while 
exercising, and the impact of nutrition on the development of 
disorders such as diabetes and cardiovascular disease. The main 
purpose of this course is to bring students to an understanding of 
biological research in general and nutrition research in particular. 
To this end, students will read primary literature in the field and 
each student will write a research paper. Students will analyze the 
nutrient content of their own diets and design healthful diets. (V)

SCI413 • Neuroscience
This course covers the anatomy and molecular physiology of the 
human nervous system, as well as selected functions of the brain, 
including language, memory, learning, sensory perception, and 
emotion. It also covers the philosophy of the mind, language, and 
perception from a Christian perspective. Prerequisite: SCI223 (V)
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